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WETHERBY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


CHAIRMAN  : 

MA.TOK  J.  H.  PTUDSOX,  M.C.,  .T.P.,  C.C.,  Hill  Top  Honse,  Wetherby. 

VICE-CHAIRMAN: 

L.  R.  BURRELL,  ESQ.,  J.P.,  4,  Raby  Park,  Wetberby. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE: 

Chairman  :  L.  R.  BURRELL,  ESQ.,  J.P. 

Vice-Chairman:  E.  FITZGERALD  HART,  ESQ. 

THE  FULL  COUNCIL. 

HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  COMMITTEE: 

Chairman:  J.  NORFOLK,  ESQ. 

Vice-Chairman:  A.  HAIGH-LUMBAG  ESQ. 

THE  FULL  COUNCIL. 


WATER  COMMITTEE: 

Chairman:  J.  H.  AIcLAREN,  ESQ. 
Vice-Chairman:  .1.  W.  WATSON,  ESQ. 
THE  FULL  COUNCIL. 


REPRESENTATIVES  ON  THE  HARROGATE,  KN AR ESBOROUGH  Al'D 
WETHERBY  JOINT  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  BOARD: 

W.  J.  FINNERTY,  ESQ.,  REV.  L.  E.  GRIFFITH,  A.  HAIGH-LUMBY,  ESQ., 

MRS.  TWIDALE,  MRS.  H.  A.  WILSON. 


REPRESENTATIVES  ON  HARROGATE  AND  DISTRICT  REGIONAL 

PLANNING  COMMITTEE: 

A.  HAIGH-LUMBY,  ESQ.,  MAJOR  J.  H.  HUDSON,  C.  MALLINSON,  ESQ., 

J.  NORFOLK,  ESQ. 
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Wetlierby'  House, 
WETHEEBY. 

16th  August,  1948. 


To:  TJie  Chairman  and  Mernbei’s, 

Wetlierby  Eural  District  Council. 

Hr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


The  inauguration  of  the  scheme  of  Divisional  Health 
Administration  in  Wetherby  on  the  1st  September,  1947,  fulfilled 
Dr.  Lodge’s  j^rophecy  in  the  1946  Eeport  that  the  scheme  would 
have  begun  before  he  was  called  upon  to  write  another  Annual 
Eeport. 

So  it  was  one  listened  with  pride,  soon  after  taking  up 
appointment,  to  the  words  of  praise  accorded  previous  holders  of 
office  as  IMedical  Officer  of  Health  in  this  District.  Pride  to 
belong  to  the  profession  they  adorned.  Hopeful  that  in  time  one 
might  justify  similar  appreciation. 

As  holder  of  the  dual  appointment,  this  Eeport  is 
designed  to  record  the  work  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 


of  the  Divisional  IMedical  Officer.  The  Eugineer  and  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  deals  at  length  and  ably  with  the  environmental 
circumstances  of  tlie  area. 


Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  1947  are  contained  in  the 
body  of  the  Eeport;  On  the  whole  satisfactory,  it  is  necessary 
to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  not  a  single  case  of  diphtheria 
was  notified,  the  Infant  Mortality  rate  remained  low  and  not  one 
woman  died  in  child-birth  during  the  vear.  Converselv,  the 
illegitimate  birth  rate  is  high  and  the  deaths  from  alid  notification 
of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  compared  with  pulmonary  cases 
are  unusually  high. 

Eeporting  as  I  do  with  the  disadvantage  of  having  been 
in  your  service  for  only  one-third  of  the  year  under  review  my 
task  is  not  easy,  but  it  is  with  sincerity  and  deep  gratitude  I  thank 
you  for  the  reception  you  liave  given  me.  To  the  Chairmen  of 
tlie  Committees,  and  especially  the  Chairman  of  the  Health 
Committee,  to  JMembers  of  the  Council,  to  colleagues  in  the 
Council  Offices,  and  to  the  Staff  in  the  Divisional  Health  Office 
is  the  credit  due  for  any  good  work  it  has  been  our  privilege  to 
carry  out. 

j\Ir.  Chairman,  yours  is  a  delectable  area,  appreciated 
as  such  by  members  of  your  Council  and  it  will  be  a  constant  care 
to  keej)  it  so  to 

Yffiur  Obedient  Servant, 

EONALD  G.  SMITHSON, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PART  I.  REPORT  AS  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
1.  General  Statistics 


Area  in  acres . 

•••  •••  ••• 

. 

64,424 

Population  1931  Census  . 

. 

. 

16,449 

Population  Kegistrar-GeneraPs  Estimate  mid.  1947 

. 

18,890 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  . 

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  .  . 

•  .  .  •  •  • 

5,591 

Rateable  value  31-3-48  . 

•  .  •  •  .  .  •  .  • 

•  •  •  t  *  . 

£136,521 

Product  of  Id.  rate  31-3-48  . 

. 

•  •  •  •  .  • 

£556 

District  Council  General  Rate  1947-1948  . 

. . 

4/ Id. 

County  Council  General  Rate  1947-1948 

. 

. 

15 /8d. 

Extracts  From  Vital  Statistics  For  The  Year 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Live  Birth :  Legitimate  . 

154 

159 

313 

Illegitimate  . 

16 

11 

27 

Totals  . 

170 

170 

340 

Birth  Rate  per  thousand  population  .. 

•  .  .  •  •  •  •  •  • 

•  .  .  •  «  • 

...  18.0 

Stillbirths  13.  Rate  per  thousand  total  births  ... 

. 

...  38.2 

Illegitimate  live  births  represent  8% 

of  total  live 

births. 

Total  deaths  from  all  causes  207.  Rate  per  thousand  population  11.0 

No.  of  womeii  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth. 

was  0 

Heaths  of  Infants  under  one  year:  — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 

(8)  . 

•  •  .  •  •  . 

24 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  live  births  (5)  ... 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  live  births  (3) 

Deatlis  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . 

Heaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (all  ages) 

Heaths  from  Non  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (all  ages) 

Heaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  . 

Heaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . 

Heaths  from  Hiarrhoea  (under  2  years)  . 


16 

111 

38 

5 

i 

1 

0 

1 
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WETHERBY  RURAL  DISTRICT 
COMPARABLE  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1947 
Based  on  Registrar-GeneraPs  Figures 


Wetherby 

Aggregate 

We.st 

Ritling 

West 
Rid  Mg 

England 
A  Wa’es 
(Provi¬ 

Rural 

Rural 

Admin. 

sional 

District 

Districts 

County 

tigures) 

r.IKTH  KATE; 

(I'er  1,000  estimated  population) 

18.0 

21.3 

21.5 

20.5 

DEATH  KATES: 

(All  per  1,000  estimated  ])Oi)ula- 
tion). 

All  causes  . 

11.0 

11.0 

12.5 

12.0 

Zymotic  Diseases  (7  principal)  f 

0.11 

0.16 

0.16 

*** 

Tuberculosis  of  Kespiratory  System 

0.26 

0.41 

0.39 

0.47 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

0.37 

0.11 

0.09 

0.03 

Kespiratory  Diseases  (excluding 
tuberculosis  of  respiratory  sys¬ 
tem  ft  . 

0.79 

1.23 

1.37 

*** 

Cancer  . . 

2.01 

1.59 

1.80 

1.85 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  H 

3.23 

3.25 

3.93 

*** 

INFANT  MORTALITY: 

(Deaths  under  one  year  per  1,000 
live  births)  . 

21 

47 

45 

41 

DIARRHOEA : 

(Deaths  in  infants  under  2  years 
of  age  per  1,000  live  births) 

2.94 

5.74 

5.31 

5.8 

i\I  ATEKNAL  MORTALITY : 

(Deaths  of  mothers  in  childbirth 
per  1,000  live  and  still  births) 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

0.11 

0.21 

0.26 

Oilier  Causes  . 

— 

1.63 

1.07 

0.91 

Total  . 

— 

1.74 

1.23 

1.17 

t  Comlnned  death  rate  from  smallpox  (if  any),  scarlet  fever,  enteric 
fever,  diphtheria,  measles,  whooping  cough,  also  diarrhoea  in  infants 
under  2  years  of  age. 

ft  Combined  death  rate  from  bronchitis,  pneumonia,  and  other  respira¬ 
tory  diseases,  excluding  tul)erculosis  of  the  respiratory  system. 

H  Combined  death  rate  from  heart  disease  and  other  diseases  of  the 
circulatory  system.  _ _  _  .  _ _  _ . 

***  Figures  not  available. 


9 


COMPARABLE  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  WETHERBY  RURAL  DISTRICT 

From  1937  to  Date 
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CAUSES  OF  CIVILIAN  DEATHS 

RZGISTKAR  GENERAL’S  ABRIDGED  LIST  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  IN 


THE  DISTRICT  DURING  1947. 

Number 

Cause  Male  Female  Total 


1. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  . 

. 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  . 

. 

— 

■ — 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

. 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough  . 

. 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Diphtheria  . 

. 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  . 

. 

4 

1 

5 

7. 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms  . 

. 

2 

5 

7 

8. 

Syphilitic  Diseases  . 

. 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Influenza  . 

. 

1 

J. 

1 

O 

10. 

Measles  . 

. 

— 

1 

1 

11. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis 

. 

— 

1 

1 

12. 

Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis  . 

. 

— 

— 

— 

13. 

Cancer : 

P>uccal  Cavity  and  Oesophagus  . 

...  .  .  • 

2 

— 

2 

Uterus  . 

. 

— 

4 

4 

14. 

Cancer,  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . 

...  ... 

1 

— 

1 

15 

Cancer,  Breast  . 

. 

— 

6 

6 

16 

Cancer  of  all  Other  Sites . 

. 

9 

16 

25 

17. 

Diabetes  . 

. 

1 

3 

4 

18. 

Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions  . 

. 

5 

19 

24 

19. 

Heart  Disease  . 

...  ... 

35 

21 

56 

20. 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  . 

. 

2 

4 

6 

21. 

Bronchitis  . 

. 

2 

4 

6 

22. 

Pneumonia  . 

...  •  .  • 

4 

3 

7 

23. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . 

. 

1 

1 

2 

24 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . 

. 

— 

1 

1 

23. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  . 

. 

— 

1 

1 

26. 

Appendicitis  . 

...  ... 

1 

— 

1 

27. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  . 

. 

3 

3 

6 

23. 

Nephritis  . 

...  ... 

3 

1 

4 

29. 

Puerperal  and  Post-abortive  Se[)sis 

. 

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  Maternal  Causes  . 

...  •  • « 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Premature  Birth  . 

...  ... 

— 

1 

1 

32. 

Congenital  Malformation,  Birth  Injurv,  Infantile 

Diseases  . 

. 

2 

3 

5 

33. 

Suicide  . 

...  ... 

2 

1 

3 

34. 

Road  Traffic  Accirlents  . 

...  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Other  Violent  Causes  . 

. 

— 

— 

— 

35. 

All  Other  Causes . 

. 

10 

14 

24 

Total: 

9? 

115 

207 

11 


From  the  Table  reproduced  on  the  previous  page  it  will 
he  seen  that  the  most  frequent  causes  of  death,  the  numher  of 
deaths  so  registered,  and  the  corresponding  death  rates  per 
thousand  of  the  population  were; — • 


Heart  Disease . 

Cancer  . 

Intra  Cranial  Vascular 

lesions  . 

Tuberculosis  (all 

forms)  ...  . 

Ihieumonia  . 


56  deaths  equivalent  to  a  death  rate  of  2.9(3 
11  11  111)  11  1)  11 


24 


1,  ,1  1V7 


12 

7 


)  )  )  )  )  )  5  7 


o.oy 

11  11  0  .  d  / 


Jn  future  years  witli  improved  recording,  it  is  hoj^ed  to 
be  able  to  provide  an  improved  statistical  analysis  of  these  matters. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

In  anticipation  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  the 
County  Council  made  a  free  Ambulance  Service  available  to 
residents  in  the  administrative  County  as  from  1st  October,  1947. 
This  Service  continues  to  be  run  on  a  County  basis  with  the 
Divisional  Health  Office  playing  a  minor  part  in  its  administration. 
It  is  quite  by  chance  that  one  of  the  County  Ambulance  Depots  is 
situated  in  Division  No.  9,  but  it  may  be  in  the  liglit  of  experience, 
and,  especially  in  view  of  the  utter  dependence  of  an  area  sucli 
as  tliis  on  readily  available  transport  for  the  efficient  discharge 
of  its  Health  functions,  that  before  long  the  administration  of  the 
Ambulance  service  will  devolve  primarily  on  the  Divisional  Health 
Office,  with  co-ordination  remaining  with  County  Control. 

The  several  parts  of  Division  No.  9  comprising  the 
Tadcaster  and  Wetlierhy  Piural  District  Council  Areas  are  served 
by  the  following  Ambulance  Depots:  — 

Bramham  House  Depot  ...  Tel.  No.  Boston  Spa  3281 

Harrogate  Depot  .  Tel.  Harrogate  81285 

York  City  Depot  .  Tel.  No.  Yffirk  4841 

Garforth  Depot .  Tel.  No.  Garforth  103 

Service  is  available  free  of  charge  to  any  resident  in  the 
administrative  county  on  the  following  terms:  — 

Accident  and  Emergency  calls  will  receive  attention 
without  question.  In  all  other  cases,  members  of  the  public  are 
advised  to  seek  the  help  of  tlie  service  through  either: — - 

The  Divisional  Health  Office. 

A  General  Practitioner,  Dentist,  Alidwife,  or  Home 
Nurse,  Police  Officers,  District  Welfare  Officer. 

From  the  practical  point  of  view,  contact  with  any  Depot 
by  a  member  of  the  public  will  produce  ready  information  as  to 
the  procedure  necessary  in  those  particular  circumstances  for  the 
Ambulance  to  be  obtained. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


The  Engineer,  Surveyor  and  Cliief  Sanitary  Inspector  is 
reporting  in  detail  on  tlie  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district, 
and  it  is  only  necessary  here  to  make  reference  to  a  few  items. 

])r.  Lodge,  in  the  1946  report,  expressed  the  hope  that 
work  would  go  forward  speedily  on  the  reconstruction  of  the 
lhil)lic  Conveniences  in  Wetherby.  I  know  he  is  gratified  to  note 
progress  in  this  direction  and  I  know  he  shares  my  own  view  on 
the  vandalism  to  wliich  tins  very  necessary  improvement  has 
been  subjected. 

The  North  Western  Area  Sewerage  Scheme  came  to 
Inquiry  almost  too  soon  for  me.  Althougii  subsequent  Alinistry 
approval  did  not  give  the  Council  all  it  asked  for  a  good  step 
forward  towards  full  main  drainage  of  the  District  can  be  taken 
as  a  result.  A  visit  to  the  Ministry  subsequent  to  the  Inquiry 
taught  your  IMedical  Officer  how  bizarre  can  be  the  epidemiological 
hypotheses  lield  by  the  Ministry’s  Engineers. 

Two  Sanitary  problems  in  your  district  could  proceed 
more  quickly  with  advantage.  The  water  supply  and  sewerage 
of  North  Itigton  and  the  water  supply  at  Wilstrop  need  rapid 
improvement. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  your  Council’s  appropriate 
Committee  and  Sub-Committee  spent  an  appreciable  amount  of 
time  considering  the  problem  of  Camping  Sites  in  tlie  area.  The 
Sclieme  evolved  wherebv  licensee  and  tenant  each  have  a 

t. 

responsibility  to  the  Council  would  appear  to  be  a  good  one.  Air. 
Alarriott  will  elaborate  tliis  point  in  Ids  report  and  I  know  lie, 
like  me,  would  wish  to  pay  tribute  to  the  assiduity  of  members  of 
the  Sub-Committee  and  to  tlie  help  we  received  from  the  Planning 
Officer  when  considering  this  matter. 

The  advent  of  a  new  official,  part  of  whose  task  is  to  give 
or  withhold  recommendations  for  priority  of  housing  gives  rise  to 
many  claims  on  his  time.  It  is  advantageous  to  include  the 
following  observations  for  the  better  understanding  of  the  position 
by  Council  representatives  and  members  of  the  public  alike. 

(a)  The  Wetherby  District  Council  are  anxious  to  make 
all  possible  progress  with  liousing  in  the  District  Avlwther  by 
private  enterprise  or  tlirough  the  endeavours  of  the  Local 
Autliority  itself. 

(b)  The  Council  does  not  have  a  free  hand  to  do  the  job 
as  it  thinks  best.  In  the  National  interest  it  is  deemed  necessary 
for  the  Alinistry  of  Health  to  ration  the  houses  to  each  authoritv. 
It  is  not  easy  to  ascertain  how  these  quotas  are  arrived  at,  but  in 
the  Wetherby  Council’s  case,  at  any  rate,  a  large  percentage  of 
the  houses  now  being  built  must  be  reseixx'd  for  agricultural 
workers. 
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(c)  In  its  wisdom,  the  Council  lets  the  houses  available 
tlii-ongh  a  House-Letting  Sub-Committee.  I  am  not  aware  that 
[iny  individual  member  of  the  Council  has  authority  to  grant 
the  tenancy  of  a  house. 

(d)  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  does  not  attend  the 
meetings  of  the  House  Letting  Sub-Committee,  but  letters  from 
Jiirn  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  are  presented  to  the  Sub-Committee 
for  consideration. 

(e)  Letters  of  recommendation  for  priority  consideration 
by  the  Sub-Committee  are  never  written  unless  the  urgency  is 
fully  justified  and  insoluble  in  any  other  way. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified 


during  the  year:  — 


Nama 

Total 

Oases  sent 
to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  . .- 

52 

47 

0 

Whooping  Cough  . 

56 

0 

0 

Acute  Polomyelitis . . 

1 

1 

0 

Acute  Polioencephalitis . 

2 

2 

1 

Measles  . 

267 

0 

1 

Acute  Pneumonia  . 

11 

0 

7 

Erysipelas . 

3 

0 

0 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  . 

1 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...•  . 

1 

0 

0 

Totals  . . . 

394 

50 

9 

Comments 

1.  The  total  number  of  cases  notified  is  265  more  than 
last  year.  The  increase  is  mainly  accounted  for  by  an  out-break 
of  measles  and  an  increase  of  22  cases  of  scarlet  fever. 

2.  The  one  death  from  measles  is  a  denial  of  the 
popularly  held  belief  that  this  disease  is  of  relatively  small 
moment.  It  is  necessary  to  bear  in  mind  the  amount  of  deafness 
too  which  follows  measles.  The  time  may  not  be  far  distant  when 
protective  inoculation  becomes  a  practicable  proposition. 

3.  Two  of  the  three  cases  of  poliomyelitis  and  polio 
encephalitis  made  complete  recovery  but  the  third  case  died 
within  forty-eight  hours.  The  cases  occurred  at  widely  separated 
points  in  the  district  and  no  connecting  factor  was  found. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Tlie  following  figures  sliow  the  state  of  the  register  at 
31.12.1947:  — 


Pulmonary  Non  Pulmonary  Total 

M.  F.  M.  F. 


21  38  25  24  108 

This  is  a  decrease  of  14  cases  over  the  figures  at  31.12.194G. 

Analysis  of  new  notifications  and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
during  vear:  — 

C  1. 

Civilian  Tuberculosis 

New  CaiAS  Deaths 


Age 


Pulmonary  Non  Pulmonary 


Pulmonary  Non  Pulmonary 


0  . 

1  . 

5  . 

15  . 

25  . 

35  . 

45  . 

55  . 

65  over 
Service  cases 


0 

1 

1 

3 

o 

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 


0 

3 

7 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

1 

0 


0 

3 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

Reproduced  herewith  is  a  Table  showing  the  number  of  children  in  age  groups  immunised  in  each  half-year  since  1943: 

Refresher 

Year  Age  Groups  Doses 
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PART  2.  REPORT  AS  DIVISIONAL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 


Tlie  duties  of  tlie  Divisional  Medical  Officer  as  set  out 
ill  Appendix  2  of  tlie  terms  of  appointment  and  reproduced  in  the 
t’ounty  jMedical  Officers  Annual  Report  for  1946  covers  58  clauses 
and  is  too  long  for  reproduction  here. 

Pertinent  clauses  are:  — 

“The  Divisional  Medical  Officer  will  act  as  the  County 
JMedical  Officer’s  representative  in  all  matters  connected  with 
the  Child  Health  Services  and  anv  other  medical  services  for 

c 

which  the  County  Council  is  responsible  in  the  area.” 

“Information  regarding  the  health  of  the  children  may 
be  used  bv  the  Divisional  JMedical  Officer  in  so  far  as  seems 

t 

desirable  in  connection  with  his  Annual  Reports  as  JMedical 
Officer  of  Health.” 

Since  one  regards  the  two  District  Councils  which  one 
serves  as  having  joined  in  partnership  with  the  County  Council 
in  implementing  the  Scheme  of  Divisional  Health  Administration 
it  is  proposed  to  record  progress  of  the  Divisional  Administrative 
scheme  locally  in  the  Annual  Report. 

On  the  1st  September,  1947,  the  office  at  Wetlierby 
House,  AVetherby,  got  off  to  a  comparatively  good  start  in  so  far 
as  we  had  an  office,  a  sufficient  supply  of  furniture  and  the  will 
to  get  things  going.  It  was  irritating  not  to  have  the  wherewithal 
to  write  a  letter,  make  a  phone  call  or  sit  in  comfort  but  in  due 
course  one’s  wants  were  satisfied  and  by  the  end  of  October  we 
were  ready  to  appear  before  our  public — the  school  children. 

Unfortunately  Dr.  Twomey’s  advent  was  delayed  and 
it  was  not  until  1st  December  that  the  first  school  inspections 
under  our  auspices  took  place.  212  children  were  examined  before 
the  Christmas  recess,  38  defects  requiring  treatment  and  77 
defects  requiring  observation  being  found. 

Of  162  children  examined  routine  11  or  7%  were  regarded 
as  below  average  nutrition. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  reported  that  541 
attendances  had  been  made  at  the  Alinor  Ailment  Clinic  at 
AVetherby  during  the  year. 

Prom  1st  January  to  31st  December  8273  cleanliness 
examinations  were  carried  out  and  69  pupils  were  found  to  be 
infected  with  head  lice. 

Before  the  end  of  the  year  the  Divisional  Health  Office 
became  responsible  for  work  at  the  Clinics  in  the  Division  and 
visits  of  inspection  were  paid  to  the  premises  at  Bardscy,  Boston 
Spa  and  AAUtherby. 
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The  following  arraiie-emeuts  exist  at  these  clinics:  — 


Bardsey,  Trustees’  Hall:  Alternate  IMonday  afternoons 
at  2  p.in.  for  infant  Welfare  and  Ante  Natal  Clinic  purposes. 


Boston  Spa,  Nursery  Hut: 

afternoons  at  2  p.in.  for  Infants, 


Alternate  Wednesday 


V/etherby,  St.  James’  Street:  Every  Thursday  afternocn 
at  2  p.m.  for  Infants.  Alternate  W'ednesday  afternoons  at  2  p.in. 
for  Expectant  Alotliers. 

Each  Clinic  is  fortunate  in  having  an  enthusiastic  loval 
band  of  volunteer  workers  without  wliose  help  much  of  the 
homeliness  and  friendliness  of  the  Clinics  would  depart, 

Eoods  and  food  supplements  offered  for  sale  by  the 
County  Council  and  the  iMinistry  of  Eood  are  available  at  each 
Clinic  and  without  being  insidious  one  must  give  honourable 
mention  to  Aliss  Tenant  for  her  assiduity  in  ensuring  that  the 
latter’s  products  are  never  to  seek. 

School  Minor  Ailment  Clinics  at  Wetherby  each  Thursday 
morning  at  9  a.m. 

Eye  Clinic  at  St.  James’  Street,  Wetherby  on  2nd  and 
4th  klonday  morning  of  eacli  month  at  9  a.m. 

Consultative  Clinics  held  at  the  Multiple  Clinic, 
Tadcaster,  also  serve  the  Wetherby  area  as  follows:  — 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat — 2nd  Friday  morning  each  month 
at  11  a.m. 

Orthojiaedic,  diagnostic — 1st  AVednesday  each  month. 


2  p.m. 
2  p.m. 
a.m. 


Orthopaedic,  thera-peutic— each  Thursday  afternoon  at 
Tuberculosis — 1st  and  3rd  Wednesday  mornings  at  10 


Eacdiatric — 1st  Friday  afternoon  each  month  at  2  p.m. 

'  Speech  Idierapy— Each  Tuesday  and  Thursday  all  day. 

ATiere  necessarv  cases  are  carried  to  the  Clinic  in  the 
sitting  case  car  attached  to  the  Bramham  Ambulance  Depot. 

General  Practitioners  are  at  liberty  to  refer  cases  directly 
to  these  consultative  Clinics  in  emergency  but  it  is  preferable 
administratively  for  the  cases  to  be  referred  through  the  Divisional 
Health  Office. 

If  the  ])atients  convenience  is  better  met,  arrangements 
are  made  for  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  cases  to  be  seen  at  the 
Harrogate  General  Hospital. 
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Midwifery 

Hospital  accommodation  for  normal  cases  is  nsrially 
arranged  at  Hazlewood  CastH  iMaternitv  Home,  otherwise  at 

o  o' 

Harrogate  General  or  Leeds  hlaternity  Hospitals. 

Homiciliary  hlidwifery  is  almost  wholly  conducted  in 
tlie  Wetlierby  Area  by  the  Alidwdves  emnloved  bv  the  District 
Nursing  Associations.  The  midwives  nia.hc  fairly  good  use  of  the 
Ante  Natal  Clinics. 

Consuhative  iVnte  Natal  Clinics  are  held  each  Wednesday 
morning  at  Hazlewood  Castle  and  although  iiitended  for  those 
mothers  who  expect  to  be  contiued  there  1  have  never  met  tlie 
least  resistance  to  sending  otlier  expectant  mothers  for  an  opinion. 

Konio  Help  Service 

Intimately  botind  up  wdth  the  domiciliarv  midwdferv 
service  as  well  as  being  designed  to  care  for  sick  people  in  their 
own  homes  the  number  of  Home  Helps  so  far  recruited  falls  short 
of  requirements. 


Child  Life  Protection 


It  is  unfortunate  that  this  phrase  has  come  to  have  a 
punitive  ring  about  it  because  sncli  is  not  tbe  way  in  which  the 
staff  of  Health  visitors,  wdio  are  all  duly  aidhorised  in  this  matter, 
and  I  regard  the  subject. 


We  appreciate  approaches  to  assist  in  arranging  fostering 
of  children,  in  ai'ranging  adoptions  and  in  doing  wdiat  wo  can  to 
make  appropriate  provision  for  handicapped  children  after  the 
age  of  2  years  as  laid  dowui  in  tlie  Education  Act  of  1944. 


On  occasion  we  have  been  asked  to  advise  in  cases  of 
Juvenile  Delinquency.  We  are  glad  to  do  so,  not  because  we  make 
any  claim  to  work  miracles  but  because  w^e  regard  it  as  our  job  to 
know'  where  tlie  w'orkers  of  miracles  can  be  found. 

Such  is  a  lirief  repoi’t  on  the  work  of  the  Divisional 
Administration  in  the  Wetlierby  District  during  the  last  four 
months  of  1947.  At  the  time  of  wulting  tliis  report  our  task  has 
increased  a  great  deal  but  we  hope  by  steady  application  to  justify 
our  existence  in  the  time  to  come. 


19 


The  following  amingeinents  exist  at  these  clinics:  — 


Bardsey,  Trustees’  Hall:  Alternate  Monday  afternoons 
at  2  p.in.  for  Jnfaiib  AVelfare  and  Ante  Xatal  Clinic  purposes. 

Boston  Spa,  Nursery  Hut:  Alternate  Wednesday 

afternoons  at  2  p.m.  for  Infants. 


Wetherby,  St.  James’  Street:  Every  Thursday  afternoon 
at  2  p.m.  for  Infants.  Alternate  Wednesday  afternoons  at  2  p.m. 
for  Expectant  Motiiers. 


Each  Clinic  is  fortunate  in 
of  volunteer  workers  without 


havina 


an  enthusiastic  loyal 
band  of  volunteer  workers  without  wliose  help  much  of  the 
homeliness  and  friendliness  of  the  Clinics  would  depart. 


Eoods  and  food  supplements  offered  for  sale  by  the 
County  Council  and  the  hlinistry  of  Eood  are  available  at  eacdi 
Clinic  and  without  being  insidious  one  must  give  honourable 
mention  to  Aliss  Tenant  for  her  assiduity  in  ensuring  that  the 
latter’s  products  are  never  to  seek. 


School  Minor  Ailment  Clinics  at  Wetherby  each  Thursday 
morning  at  9  a.m. 


Eye  Clinic  at  St.  James’  Street,  Wetherby  on  2nd  and 
4th  IMonday  morning  of  each  month  at  9  a.m. 


Consultative  Clinics  held  at  the  Multiple  Clinic, 
Tadcaster,  also  serve  the  Wetherby  area  as  follows:  — 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat — 2nd  Friday  morning  each  month 
at  11  a.m. 


2  p.m. 
2  p.m. 


Orthopaedic,  diagnostic — 1st  AYednesday  each  month. 
Orthopaedic,  thera-peutic — each  Thursday  afternoon  at 
Tuberculosis — 1st  and  3rd  Wednesday  mornings  at  10 


a.m. 

Paediatric — 1st  Friday  afternoon  each  month  at  2  p.m. 
'  Speech  Therapy— Each  Tuesday  and  Tiiursday  all  day. 


\A  here  necessarv  cases  are  carried  to  the  Clinic  in  the 

t/ 

sitting  case  car  attached  to  the  Bramham  iVmbulance  Depot. 


General  Practitioners  are  at  liberty  to  refer  cases  directly 
to  these  consultative  Clinics  in  emergency  but  it  is  preferable 
administratively  for  the  cases  to  be  referred  through  the  Divisional 
Health  Office. 


If  the  ])atients  convenience  is  better  met,  arrangements 
are  made  for  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  cases  to  be  seen  at  the 
Plarrogate  General  Hospital. 
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Midwifary 

Hospitcil  accommodjition  for  iiornicil  cases  is  usiuilly 
arranged  at  Hazlewood  Castle  iMateiiiitv  Home,  otherwise  at 
Harrogate  General  or  .Leeds  IMaternit}^  'Hospitals. 

Domiciliary  hlidwifery  is  almost  wliolly  conducted  in 
tlie  Wetlierbv  Area  by  the  ]\Iidwives  emnloved  by  tlie  District 


N  ursin  g  Associ  ati ons . 


Tlie  midwives  make  fairly  good  use  of  the 

O 


Ante  Katal  Clinics. 

Consultative  iknte  Natal  Clinics  are  held  each  Wednesday 

c 

morning  at  Hazlewood  Castle  and  although  intended  for  tliose 
mothers  who  expect  to  be  coniined  there  i  liave  never  met  the 
least  resistance  to  sending  other  expectant  motiiers  for  an  opinion. 

Konic  Help  Service 

Intimately  hound  up  with  the  domiciliary  midwifery 
scryice  as  well  as  being  designed  to  care  for  sick  people  in  their 
own  homes  the  number  of  Home  Helps  so  far  recruited  falls  short 
of  requirements. 

Child  Life  Protection 

It  is  unfortunate  that  this  phrase  has  come  to  have  a 
punitiA^e  ring  about  it  because  such  is  not  the  way  in  which  the 
staff  of  Health  visitors,  who  are  all  duly  anthorised  in  this  matter, 
and  I  regard  the  subject. 

^\’^e  appreciate  approaches  to  assist  in  arranging  fostering 
of  children,  in  arranging  adojitions  and  in  doing  wluit  we  can  to 
make  appropriate  provision  for  handicapped  clnldren  after  the 
age  of  2  years  as  laid  doAvn  in  the  Education  Act  of  1944. 

On  occasion  Ave  have  been  asked  to  advise  in  cases  of 
Juvenile  Delinquency.  We  are  glad  to  do  so,  not  because  we  make 
any  claim  to  work  miracles  but  because  Ave  regard  it  as  our  job  to 
knoAV  Avliere  tlie  Avorkers  of  miracles  can  be  found. 

Such  is  a  brief  report  on  tlie  Avork  of  the  Divisional 
Administration  in  the  Wetherby  District  during  the  last  four 
months  of  1947.  At  the  time  of  writing  tliis  report  our  task  has 
increased  a  great  deal  but  Ave  hope  by  steady  apxilication  to  justify 
our  existence  in  the  time  to  come. 
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WETHERBY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


AmUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

Engineer,  Surveyor  and  Chief  Sanitary  Officer 

For  the  Year  1947 

Council  Offices, 
AVETHEKBY. 

May,  1948. 

To  the  Rural  District  Council  of  AA'etherbY: 

t/ 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

For  your  information  and  consideration  I  submit  my 

*j 

second  annual  report  on  the  work  of  my  Department  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1947  (Public  Cleansing  for  the  year  ending 
31st  March,  1948). 

Tlie  year  has  been  noteworthy  by  reason  of  the  continued 
restrictions  on  building  work,  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  labour  and 
materials,  the  blizzards  and  lio'ods  which  occured  in  the  first  few 
montlis  of  the  year  and  the  national  economic  crisis  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  year. 

XotwithstaJiding  many  difficulties,  marked  progress  has 
been  made  in  eyery  section  of  the  work  of  the  Department  and 
full  details  of  the  year’s  achievements  will  be  found  in  the 

t/ 

appended  report. 

I  desire  to  again  express  my  appreciation  of  the  generous 
assistance  given  by  the  Chairman,  Members,  Officers  and  Staff 
of  the  Council,  my  Deputy,  Air.  Barnsley,  and  the  Officers  of 
the  various  Public  Authorities  with  which  the  work  of  tlie 
Department  is  associated. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yffiur  Obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  AIAPPtlOTT, 

AI. Inst. Alim. E.,  A.AI.T.P.I., 
Al.Inst.P.C.,  AI.R.San.I.,  F.S.I.A. 
Engineer  and  Surveyor, 

Chief  Sanitary  Officer. 
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b.  Legislation 

New  legislation  during  the  year  has  been  as  follows:  — 
The  Town  and  Country  Planuing  Act,  1947. 

Town  and  Country  Planu.ing  (AuUiorisation  of  Delegation) 
Ivegulations,  1947, 

Housing  (Declaration  of  Unfituoss)  Order,  1947. 

Control  of  Civil  Building  (No.  8  Order)  1947. 

.do,  .  .  do  (:No.  9  ,.Oinler)  1947.  , 

Ice-cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Begulations,  1947'.;  .. 
Water  Abstraction  Regulations,  1947,  ,  .  ■ 

Circulars  issued  by  the  various  Oovernment  Departments 
totalled  104,. of  which  62  dealt  with  housing  and  building  licensing. 

II.  ORGANISATION  AND  STAFF 
a.  Clerical  and  Technical  Staff 


The  names  and  qualifications  of  the  staff  will  be  found  at  tlie  com¬ 
mencement  of  this  report.  The  work  of  the  Department  continues  to  grow^ 
and  during  the  year  the  following  changes  and  developments  took. place: — 


1.  Clerk  of  Works  (Civil  Engineering)  Mr.  L. Whitaker, 
of  Leeds,  was  appointed  and-  commenced  duty  on  the  9th  April, 
1947. 

2.  Owing  to  the  heavy  incidence  of  building  licensing 
work  your  Council  agreed  to.  Air.  P.  .Simmons,  being  transferred 
to  my  Department  and  he  commenced  duty  on  the  2nd  October, 
1947. 

3.  Air.  P.  A'eadon  (Temporary  Assistant)  reported  for 
Alilitary  Service  on  the.  80th  November,  1947;  the  advantage 
gained  by  Air.  Simmons’  transfer  to  the  Department  was  thereby 
lost  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  order  that  the  records  of  the 
Department  may  be  maintained  in  a  proper  manner  some 
additional  assistance  will  be  fortlicoming  early  in  1948, 

A  considerable  amount  of  work  has  been  undertaken  in 
collaboration  with  the  Consultant  Engineer  on  the  various 
sewerage  and  water  schemes  and  with  the  Consultant  Architects 
on  ]iew  housing  work.  The  routine  work  of  the  Department  is 
still  extremely  heavy  as  is  indicated  as  follows:  — 


Reports  to  Council  Committee .  48 

Special  Reports  to  Council  .  3 

Attendance  at  Meeting  .  184 

Official  returns  completed  .  125 

I’ostal  [)ackets  dispatched  .  6414 

Outgoing  telephone  calls  . ;  .  1840 

Statutory  notices  . 208 

Informal  notices  .  947 

Legal  proceedings  .  2 

Public  Government  Inquiries  .  5 


I  have  again  to  indicate  that  owing  to  the  continued 
growth  of  the  District  and  the  great  increase  of  work  in  many 
directions  there  is  a  substantial  case  for  the  appointment  of  an 
additional  qualified  Sanitary  Inspector  in  the  very  near  future. 
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b.  Manual  Workers 

Three  additional  workmen  liave  been  appointed  and 
three  further  men  have  been  appointed  to  till  vacancies  caused 
by  resignations.  A  total  of  21  manual  workers  are  now  employed 
and  the  wages  and  conditions  of  service  in  operation  are  those 
formulated  by  the  Joint  Industrial  Council. 

The  continued  development  of  the  various  services  of 
the  Council  will  in  due  course  require  the  appointment  of 
additional  manual  workers.  In  an  endeavour  to  obtain  proper 
supervision  of  the  workmen  your  Council  have  agreed  to  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  Bernard  Wood  as  Deputy  Foreman.  It  is 
pleasing  to  record  that  there  are  no  labour  troubles  to  report. 
The  Joint  Industrial  Council  have  increased  the  holiday  period 
for  workmen  from  six  to  twelve  working  days  per  annum,  plus 
the  normal  bank  holidays. 

I  am  very  concerned  regarding  the  continued  requests 
for  additional  labour  in  view  of  the  need  to  avoid  employing  men 
on  non-productive  work,  but  if  a  reasonable  standard  of 
maintenance  for  health  services  is  to  be  obtained  it  is  essential 
that  competent  and  adequate  labour  be  provided. 

III.  TOWN  PLANNING  AND  BUILDING  BYELAWS 
a.  Legislation 

The  Town  and  Country  Planning  iVet,  1947,  received  the 
Royal  Assent  on  the  6th  August,  1947,  but  it  will  not  come  into 
force  until  the  appointed  day  (probably  the  1st  April,  1948).  The 
Act  has  the  effect  of  revoking  all  previous  town  planning  legislation 
and  by  its  provision  the  Council’s  planning  functions  are 
transferred  to  the  County  Council  who  will  in  future  be  the 
planning  authority.  The  main  objects  of  the  Act  may  be 
summarised  is  being:  — 

1.  To  obtain  a  more  flexible  system  of  planning  to  replace  the 
present  system  of  rigid  planning  schemes. 

2.  To  reduce  the  number  of  planning  authorities  in  order  to 
obtain  a  unified  code  of  planning  over  larger  areas. 

3.  To  secure  for  the  State  and  not  individuals  the  benefit  of 
increased  land  values  as  a  direct  result  of  development,  by 
the  transfer  to  the  State  of  the  development  value  of  land, 
i.e.,  the  difference  between  the  value  of  land  for  its  existing 
use  and  its  value  for  some  other  proposed  use. 

4.  To  amend  the  Planning  law  relating  to  compensation  and  to 
provide  increased  financial  assistance  to  local  authorities  to 
enable  them  to  exercise  their  functions  under  the  Act. 

5.  To  grant  wide  powers  to  local  authorities  to  undertake 
development  themselves  and  to  compulsorily  acquire  land. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  many  parts  of  the  Act  can 
be  delegated  by  the  County  Councils  to  County  Districts,  and  it 
is  understood  that  the  West  Riding  County  Council  propose  to 
delegate  these  powers  to  a  considerable  extent. 
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b.  Harrogate  and  District  Regional  Planning  Committee 

Mr.  J.  W.  Clarke,  A.M.I.Mim.E.,  A.M.T.P.T.,  of 
Preston,  commenced  duty  as  Planning  Officer  to  the  Harrogate 
and  District  Regional  Planning  Committee  on  the  1st  January, 
1947,  and  considerable  assistance  and  help  has  been  forthcoming 
from  Mr.  Clarke  and  his  Committee.  Sixteen  Meetings  of  the 
Regional  Planning  Committee  have  been  attended  at  which 
various  applications  for  development  were  closely  examined. 

The  Technical  Sub-Committee  (consisting  of  tlie 
Surveyors  to  the  Interim  Development  Authorities  and  the 
Planning  Officer)  has  met  on  four  occasions  and  has  made 
recommendations  on  a  number  of  important  items — notably  the 
use  of  single  dwellings  for  separate  living  accommodation,  the 
schedule  of  relaxation  of  street  widths,  details  to  be  supplied  with 
interim  development  applications,  buildings  on  allotments, 
caravan  and  camping  sites,  and  advertisement  signs.  Many 
complicated  technical  matters  required  the  attention  of  tlie 
Sub-Committee  and  although  the  Officers  concerned  were  actively 
engaged  on  their  own  Authorities’  business,  the  Technical 
Sub-Committee  Meetings  were  always  well  attended. 

190  visits  and  inspections  have  been  made  in  connection 
with  town  planning  work,  apart  from  routine  inspections  in 
connection  with  applications  for  development.  •  Special  work 
carried  out  during  the  vear  includes:  — 

O  ty 

1.  Preliminary  survey  for  the  Scarcroft,  Bardsey,  East  Keswick 
and  Thorner  Outline  Development  Plan. 

2.  The  completion  of  the  Outline  Development  Plan  for 
Wetherby  and  Linton. 

3.  The  proposed  Wetherby  Industrial  Area  and  the  re-siting  of 
the  Wetherby  By-Pass  Road. 

Unfortunately  very  little  progress  has  been  achieved 
during  the  year  in  connection  with  the  Wetherby  Industrial  Area 
and  a  decision  on  the  Council’s  application  to  acquire  land  for 
this  purpose  in  Wetherby  is  still  awaited. 

c.  Interim  Development 

Once  again  there  have  been  a  large  number  of 
applications  for  development  as  indicated  in  an  appended  table. 
There  have  been  two  appeals  against  decisions  of  the  Council,  to 
the  Ministry  of  Town  and  Country  Planning  with  the  following 
results:  — 

I.  The  appeal  of  Mrs.  Sheppard  against  the  refusal  of  the 
Council  to  permit  the  erection  of  a  double-decker  ’bus  as  a 
permanent  dwelling  at  Long  Marston. 

Appeal  dismissed 
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ii.  The  appeal  of  Mr.  Batty  against  tlie  refusal  of  the  Council 
to  permit  the  use  of  land  between  tlrarnhain  and  Clifford  for 
the  erection  of  a  house. 

Appenl  dismissed  ■ 

Details  of  Interim  Development  applications  are  as 


follows :  — 

Plans  for  new 

Change  of  use  of 

constructions 

land  and  buildings 

Brought  forward  from  1946  . 

26 

1 

lleceived  during  1947  . . 

179 

31 

Total  Applications  . 

205" 

32  237 

Approval 

89 

17 

Conditional  approval  . . 

36 

9 

Approval,  subject  to  later  submission 

of  details  . 

6 

Temporary  buildings  ...  . 

32 

Application  postponed  ...  . 

2 

,,  referred  back . .■ 

3 

,,  refused  ...  . .  ... 

10 

6 

,,  outstanding  .  ... 

27 

205" 

32  237 

*includes  60  applications  relating  to  new  houses 

d.  Building  Byelaws 

Independant  consideration  of  plans  for  compliance  with 
Building  Byelaws  has  been  necessary  and  building  inspection 
work  has  increased  to  tlie  extent  of  1,115  building  inspections 
during  the  year  apart  from  inspections  of  Council  houses  in  course 
of  erection.  Plans  considered  in  relation  to  the  Building  Byelaws 
are  as  follows  :  — 

Plans  Submitted  Under  Building  Byelaws 


Received  1947  . 

179 

B/f.  from  1946  . 

26 

205" 

Plans  approved  . 

171 

Plans  conditionally  approved  . 

34 

Plans  refused .  . 

— 

5a 

205" 

^includes  complete  j^lans  for  30  houses 
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IV.  HOUSING 


a.  Housing  Progress 

Housing  agciin  continues  to  be  tlie  greatest  problem 
confronting  local  autliorities  and  it  is  necessary  to  stress  tliat 
the  many  dilticnlties  encountered  in  providing  new  liouses  and  in 
taking  action  to  secure  tiie  repair  or  demolition  of  insanitary 
})roperties,  are  due  primarily  to  shortage  of  labour  and  building 
materials,  it  was  hoped  that  1947  would  have  seen  the  position 
improved  and  that  the  dilapidations  wliicli  had  accrued  during 
the  war  could  gradually  be  overcome  and  dealt  with  side  by  side 
with  the  provision  of  new  houses.  The  Government  has,  however, 
made  it  clear  that  these  needs  must  be  subordinated  in  the 
interosts  of  providing  additional  accommodation  and  that  repairs 
must  be  kept  to  the  bare  minimum  comparable  with  tolerable 
conditions. 

In  your  District,  however,  housing  repairs  have  not 
rcuuained  entirely  in  abeyance  and  a  perusal  of  later  sections  of 
this  report  will  show  that  useful  work  has  been  executed. 

in  the  provision  of  new  houses  a  considerable  amount  of 
time  has  been  devoted,  not  onlv  bv  vour  officials,  but  by  IMembers 
of  tile  Council,  to  the  accpiisition  of  new  housing  sites  and  tlie 
letting  of  contracts  for  the  erection  of  houses,  with  the  result 
that-  towards  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  possible  to  get  under 
contract  the  whole  of  the  Airey  houses  allocated  to  the  Council. 

The  progress  in  completion  of  liouses  has  been  slow, 
but  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  year  has  been  marked  by  at 
least  three  months  of  severe  weather,  during  wliich  time  building; 
operations  were  virtually  at  a  standstill.  Later  tables  indicate: 
tlie  extent  of  the  housing  work  now  being  undertaken  by  the 
Council  and  compare  the  progress  in  your  District  with  that  of 
other  Dural  Districts  in  Yorkshire. 

A  valuable  contribution  to  the  honsiiig  programme  has 
been  the  erection  of  private  houses  within  the  restrictions  laid 
down  by  the  IMinistry  of  Health,  and  the  provision  of  additional 
houses  by  the  conversion  of  outbuildings  and  large  residences.  It 
is  a  matter  of  regret  that  as  a  result  of  the  economic  crisis  His 
^Majesty’s  Government  have  decided  that  it  is  necessary  to  curtail 
the  housing  programme,  and  in  doing  so  prohibit  the  issue  of 
licences  for  the  erection  of  private  houses.  In  this  connection  your 
C'ouncil  laid  '20  licences  in  hand  when  the  issue  of  further  licences 
was  vetoed,  tins  being  due  to  the  care  with  which  the  applications 
foi-  licences  wci'e  scrutinised,  and  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry 
strictly  obeyed  regarding  the  number  of  licences  which  should  be 
issued^  It  \s  obvious  that  by  this  action  your  Council  have  been 
placed  at  a  disadvantage  compared  with  those  autliorities  who 

issued  the  whole  of  the  licences  allowed  them  (and  more). 

The  iollowing  table  gives  details  of  the  lioiise  constrnction 
position  fur  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1947,  and  in  considering  tliis 
table  it  should  be  remembered  that  in  1946,  16  Council  houses  and  22  iirivate 
enterjjrise  houses  were  completed. 
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t  War  damaged  house,  t  Includes  8  Swedish  timber  houses.  Conversion  of  Mansion  to  flats. 

§  Conversion  of  Service  huts  to  temporary  bungalows. 


A  comparative  statement  of  the  Council’s  housing 

progress  compared  with  that  of  other  authorities  is  as  follows:  — 

COMPARATIVE  HOUSING  PROGRESS 

(Abstracted  from  Ministry  of  Health  Housing  report, 

31st  December,  1947) 

Numerical  Comparison  with  all  49  Rural  Districts  in  Yorkshire 

Houses  on  tender  .  2nd 

,,  Under  Construction .  2nd 

,,  Completed .  6th 

Analytical  Comparison  per  1,000  head  of  population 

Average  number  of  houses  per 


Population 
(census  1931) 

On 

tender 

1,000  persons 
Under 

construction 

Com¬ 

pleted 

All  (49)R.D.’s  in  Yorkshire  ... 

637,000 

8.90 

4.42 

2.51 

All  (21)  R.D.’s  in  West  Riding 

387,000 

9.00 

4.18 

2.44 

Wetlierby  R.D.C.  . 

17,000 

22.10 

10.35 

3.16 

Corrected  population  1947  19,000 

b.  Acquisition  and  Preparation  of  Sites 

19.70 

9.25 

2.74 

It  has  again  been  necessary  to  devote  a  considerable 
amount  of  time  to  the  acquisition  of  housing  sites  and  26  sites 
have  been  selected  and  have  been  acquired  or  are  in  process  of 
acquisition.  Powers  for  acquisition  by  compulsory  purchase  have 
again  been  reluctantly  exercised  by  your  Council  with  regard  to 
a  site  at  Slaid  Hill  and  a  site  at  Wighill,  and  in  connection  with 
the  last  named  a  public  Inquiry  was  held  and  the  decision  of  the 
Ministry  is  awaited. 

The  Council  are  in  process  of  purchasing  the  Chestnut 
Grove  Estate  at  Boston  Spa  which  has  a  total  area  of  24.24  acres 
and  which  contains  a  large  mansion  set  in  delightful  timbered 
grounds.  These  premises  were  used  during  the  war  by  the  E.A.F. 
Constructional  Company  which  erected  in  the  grounds  a  number 
of  '‘Uni-secco”  huts  which  are  readily  capable  of  conversion  to 
dwellings.  This  site,  situate  within  the  urban  fence  of  Boston 
Spa,  will  make  provision  for  the  long  term  needs  not  only  of  the 
parish  of  Boston  Spa  but  of  other  parishes  in  the  vicinity  and  your 
Council  have  therefore  set  up  a  Special  Sub-Committee  to  deal 
with  the  development  of  this  estate. 

Site  preparation  work  for  various  schemes  has  been 
considerable  and  costly  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  negotiate 
with  the  Water,  Electricity  and  Gas  undertakers  and  provide  the 
necessary  roads,  sewers  and  surface  water  sewers. 

Work  under  this  heading  has  involved  457  visits,  surveys 
and  inspections,  also  the  preparation  of  a  considerable  number  of 
plans  and  drawings. 

c.  Finance 

The  figures  given  in  my  last  Annual  Eeport  regarding 
financial  assistance  and  details  of  accepted  tenders  for  the 
erection  of  new  houses  continue  to  operate.  Einal  costs  will. 
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however,  show  an  increase  on  the  contract  prices,  due  to  an 
increase  of  dd.  per  hour  in  the  rate  of  building  trade  wages  during 
the  year  and  to  rising  costs  of  materials.  Estimate  of  financial 
ciommitments  entered  into  by  the  Coimcil  in  connection  with 
the  housing  programme  since  the  end  of  the  war  is  as  follows:  — 


KOtrSES  £ 

d76  houses — accepted  tenders  ...  -  488,290 

Halltield  House — purchase  and 

conversion  to  six  liats  .  5,400 

Chestnut  Grove— estimated  cost 
of  purcliase  and  alteration  to 

flats  ...  9,000 

■  Chestnut  Grove — conversion  of 

hutments  to  36  bungalows  ...  12,600 

Police  house,  Tockwith — pur¬ 
chase  and  reconditioning  ...  1,000 


516,290 


SITES  £ 

Sites  already  purchased  .  18,293 

Sites  in  process  of  "purchase  ...  7,000 

Pioads  and  sewers  —  tenders 

accepted  .  25,080 

Pioads  and  sewers — estimate^  of 

proposed  works  .  6,000 

Provision  of  water  mains  .  1,000 

Boundary  fences  to  sites  ...  ...  1,250 

Provision  of  electricity  .  3,000 

Compensation  for  disturbance  of 
tenants  of  land  taken  for 

building  .  2,000 

Legal  expenses  . 1,000 


64,623 


£580,913 


In  considering  the  foregoing  it  should  be  noted  tliat  134 
acres  of  land  which  will  provide  sites  for  over  1,100  houses  lias 
been  acquired,  therefore  the  cost  of  acquisition  of  sites  will  spread 
over  approximately  three  times  the  number  of  houses  at  present 
in  tender  and  also  part  of  the  cost  involved  in  site  preparation, 
i.e.,  roads,  sewers,  etc.  will  also  be  spread  over  a  greater  number 
of  houses. 


Tlie  housing  programme  now  includes  29  building 
schemes  in  progress  contained  in  31  contracts  and  si:)read  over 
42  sites. 
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d.  Council  Houses 

The  Council  now  own  730  houses,  6  permanent  flats  and 
3  temporary  flats. 

In  tlie  letting  of  houses  your  Council  have  agreed  for  tlie 
time  being  to  give  priority  to  agricnltnral  needs  and  to  consult 
witli  the  District  Sub-Committee  of  the  County  Agricultural 
Committee  in  the  allocation  of  tenancies.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  of  the  houses  now  under  tender  the  Council  have  allocated 
150  for  agricultural  workers.  The  financial  statement  for  housing 
at  tlie  year  ending  31st  Marcli,  1948,  is  as  follows:  — 

T 

Outstanding  loans  . 

Eepayment  1947/48  j^rincipal 

Eepayment  1947/48  interest 

Pients  received  1947  /48  . . 

Cost  of  repairs  1947/48  . 

The  Housing  Eevenue  Account 
£28,208  and  the  Housing  Eepairs  and 

balance  of  £7,865.  I  am  very  concerned  regarding  the  cost 
housing  repairs  as  during  the  current  year  the  expenditure 
repairs  and  maintenance  has  been  considerably  in  excess  of  the 
allocation  made  from  income  for  this  purpose  with  the  result  that 
the  reserve  balance  is  being  substantially  reduced.  x4s  1  indicated 
last  year  it  is  estimated  that  deferred  repairs  to  fences  and 
footpaths  will  alone  cost  at  least  £10,000  and  the  Council  will, 
wlien  building  work  becomes  easier,  have  to  face  the  possibility 
of  carrying  out  several  much  needed  improvements  to  a  number 
of  the  old  houses.  I  must  tlierefore,  strongly  urge  the  Council  to 
allocate  a  liigher  contribution  per  house  for  repairs  and 
maintenance  from  income  in  order  tliat  the  drain  on  the  reserve 
fund  can  be  checked. 

1  liave  also  to  recommend  that  tlie  Council  at  an  early 
date  consider  what  steps  can  be  taken  to  ensure  that  tlie  repairs 
carried  out  are  essential,  that  wilful  neglect  and  damage  by 
tenants  is  ascertained  and  appi’opriate  action  taken,  and  the  cost 
of  repairs  more  effectively  controlled. 
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e.  Building  Licensing 

The  Council  are  now  authorised  to  issue  building  licences 
for  all  housing  work  whatever  the  cost  and  for  other  general  work 
where  the  cost  does  not  exceed  £100.  Duties  under  this  heading 
have  involved  considerable  work  and  793  licences  have  been 
issued  and  35  refused. 

x41though  the  number  of  refusals  was  small  it  should  not 
be  assumed  that  tlie  licences  issued  have  been  automatically 
granted.  Many  licences  were  issued  for  much  less  work  than  was 
contained  in  tlie  original  applications.  The  following  tables  give 
details  of  licences  issued:  — 


Number  of 

Amount 

Licences 

£ 

New  houses  . . 

Conversions  and  additional 

5 

8,300 

accommodation  to  be  provided 

24 

8,438 

Housing  repairs  . 

554 

35,270 

Other  repairs  (under  klOO) 

220 

8,777 

Maintenance  licences  . 

995  (premises) 

33,465 

Analysis  of  Licences  of  a  Value  not  exceeding  £100 

Housing  General 


No. 

Value  £ 

No. 

Value  £ 

General  repairs  ...  . 

55 

7,570 

26 

853 

Painting  and  Decoration  . 

261 

13,026 

63 

2,976 

Ranges,  fireplaces,  lieating,  etc. 

59 

3,235 

21 

580 

Garages  and  Outbuildings 

18 

976 

31 

1,752 

Installation  of  electricity  and  gas 
Datlis,  hot  water,  W.C.’s  and 

39 

1,037 

9 

240 

conversions  . 

34 

3,240 

6 

162 

Water  supply  . . 

Renewals  of  floors,  roofs  and 

7 

548 

9 

141 

ceilings . 

38 

1,742 

29 

869 

Other  work  . 

43 

3,896 

27 

1,214 

554 

35,270 

220 

8,777 

f.  Rural  Housing  Survey 

The  Rural  Housing  Survey  has  been  continued,  but  not 
with  the  progress  I  desire,  this  being  largely  due  to  the  pressure 
of  work  on  new  housing,  building  licensing,  and  the  severe  weather 
in  the  early  months  of  the  year.  I  hope,  however,  during  1948 
to  be  able  to  complete  this  survey.  The  present  position  of  the 
survey  is  as  indicated  in  the  following  table: — ■ 

RURAL  HOUSING  SURVEY  at  31st  December,  1947 

Total  houses  in  District  ...  .  5,591 

(Estimated)  houses  included  in  Survey  4,000 
Houses  inspected  to  date  .  2,851 

Analysis  of  Houses  inspected  to  date 


Special  types  ...  . 

126 

Satisfactory  . 

669 

Minor  defects  . . 

886 

Require  reconditioning  . 

842 

Unfit  for  human  habitation  ... 

328 

2,851 
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g.  Existing  houses 

i.  General.  Generally  tlie  houses  in  your  District  fall  sharply 
into  three  sections,  the  first  comprises  of  approximately  2,000 
houses  varying  in  age  from  90-200  years,  and  in  general  these  fall 
far  below  the  general  standard  of  housing  today.  The  second 
section  being  some  2,000  houses  built  by  the  Council  and  private 
enterprise  since  the  1914-18  war.  The  third  section  is  the  houses 
built  between  1900  and  1914  and  these  are  generally  in  a  reasonable 
condition,  but  are  deficient  in  various  amenities.  The  second  and 
third  class  of  houses  are  generally  maintained  at  a  good  standard 
but  it  is  evident  that  most  of  the  old  type  of  cottage  will  of 
necessity  require  demolition  or  extensive  reconditioning  to  bring 
it  up  to  a  reasonable  standard.  Within  this  class  there  are  many 
houses  on  which  action  cannot  be  much  longer  deferred,  and  it 
may  be  necessary  in  the  ensuing  year  to  take  action  for  demolition 
in  a  number  of  cases.  It  is  regrettable  that  the  Government  have 
not  yet  introduced  an  Act  for  the  reconditioning  of  dwellings  in 
Kural  Districts  notwithstanding  that  the  Eural  Housing 
Sub-Committee  of  the  Central  Housing  Advisory  Committee 
published  their  report  and  recommendations  in  October,  1947. 
This  Committee  recommend  that  a  new  Act  should  be  introduced 
with  suitable  improvements  on  the  old  Act.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
recommendations  made  will  be  contained  in  legislation  during  the 
ensuing  year. 

ii.  Reconditioning  &  repair.  Notwithstanding  all  the  difficulties 
of  labour  and  materials  it  has  been  possible  to  do  quite  a  lot  of 
work  improving  and  ameliorating  conditions  in  existing  properties 
and  in  this  connection  20  houses  have  been  fully  reconditioned 
and  as  a  result  5  houses  have  jDeen  up-graded  from  the  Demolition 
Class  to  the  Satisfactory  or  Minor  Defect  Class.  In  addition  to 
tins  392  houses  had  repairs  carried  out  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Public  Health  x\ct. 

iii.  Demolition.  One  Demolition  Order  has  been  issued  and 
four  houses,  the  subject  of  Demolition  Orders,  have  been 
demolished.  In  addition  to  this  three  other  houses  have  been 
converted  for  other  purposes  and  are  not  now  used  for  habitation. 

h.  Overcrowding 

It  is  my  unfortunate  duty  to  meet  many  persons  whose 
circumstances  reveal  conditions  of  overcrowding,  particularly 
when  the  overcrowding  is  considered  on  a  common-sense  basis 
and  not  on  the  Housing  Act  Standard.  Owing  to  the  prevailing 
housing  shortage  there  is  very  little  action  which  one  can  take  in 
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these  cases  but  where  legal  overcrowding  is  known  to  exist,  efforts 
are  made  to  secure  the  abatement  of  such  overcrowding.  It  is 
necessary  to  indicate  however  that  many  of  the  cases  of 

overcrowding  reported  to  the  Council  are  not  proved  to  l)e 
overcrowding  in  accordance  with  the  standard  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936.  This  standard  takes  into  account  the  use  of  living 

rooms  for  sleeping  purposes  in  the  computation  of  the  total 
number 'of  persons  wdio  mav  reside  in  a  house  and  on  this  basis 
I  have  no  evidence  to  indicate  that  there  is  any  extensive 

overcrowding. 

During  the  year  three  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been 
found  and  four  have  beeii  abated,  leaving  outstanding  at  the 
year  end  three  known  cases  of  overcrowding,  iks  indicated  in  my 
last  report  I  hope  at  an  early  date  to  be  able  to  obtain  full 
information  of  the  extent  of  overcrowding  througliout  your 
District  by  means  of  a  postal  survey. 

V.  DRAINAGE,  SEWERAiGE  AND  SE¥/AaE  DISPOSAL 
a.  Hou  se  Drainage 

It  has  again  been  possible  to  carry  out  a  large  volnine 
of  work  in  connection  W'^ith  the  drainage  cd  new  houses,  earth 
closet  conversions,  and  in  the  survey  of  existing  drainage  in 
connection  with  the  proposed  sewerage  schemes.  Details  of  the 
wmrk  completed  are  as  follows : — • 

Sewer  connections — new  houses  .  77 

do.  do.  existing  houses  .  6 

Houses  veith  blocked  drains  . .  60 

Existing  houses  completely  re-drained  .  28 

Houses  with  defective  drains — replacement 
drains  and  drainage  to  earth  closet  conversions  120 

Defective  sieptic  tanks  and  cesspools  .  8 

New  septic  tcsnks  .  .  18 

Drainage  removed  from  streams  .  9 


b.  Sanitary  Conveniences— Conversion  of  Earth  Closets 

It  is  very  pleasing  to  report' that  the  following  vvork 
has  been  carried  out : — 

Earth  closets  converted  to  water  closets .  68 

Privy  middens  converted  to  pail  closets .  3 

Additional  water  closets .  26 

•  97 
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T^v'enty-ei^>'llt  of  the  new  foregoiiiiL’’  conversions  have 
been  tlie  resnlt  of  Statutory  Notices  under  the  Pnl)]ie  Health 
Act,  1936,  at  a  cost  to  the  Council  of  £307  11s.  3d.,  or  an  average 
of  £11  (appi'ox.)  per  convenience. 

Statutory  Notices  for  49  earth  closets  were  outstanding 
at  the  year  end,  and  in  connection  with  these  notices  yong 
Council  have  agreed  to  contribute  the  sum  of  £513  18s.  5d.' 
towards  the  cost.  In  order  to  expedite  compliance  with 
Statutory  Notices  the  Council  have  carried  out  on  behalf  of 
ownei's,  sixteen  conversions  at  a  total  cost  of  £315  6s.  6d.  (part 
of  which  sum  is  recoverable  from  the  owners),  and  at  the  year 
end  woTk  was  in  hand  by  tlie  Council  on  behalf  of  owners  in 
cases  at  a  total  cost  of  £666  18s.  4d. 

I  have  to  again  recommend  that  when  the  sewerage 
schemes  now  under  consideration  are  completed  comprehensive 
schemes  of  earth  closet  couA^ersion  l)e  prepared  so  that  the 
Councirs  contribution  to  the  cost  of  conversion  can  be  covered 
hy  loan  sanction  and  also  to  ensure  that  the  new  sewage 
disposal  works  receiAm  as  quickly  as  possible  the  quantity  and 
strength  of  sewage  for  Avhich  they  are  designed  so  as  to 
facilitate  the  production  of  good  seAAmge  effluents.- 

General.  Thirty-nine  defect  we  sanitary  couAmniences 
have  been  repaired  and  tveo  factories  and  one  shop  have  had 
couAmniences  proAuded  in  accordance  Avith  the  proAusions  of  the 
Factories  Act,  1937,  and  the  Shops  Act,  1934.  I  have  to  direct 
the  Counciks  attention  to  the  A^ery  unsatisfactory  sanitary 
conveniences  at  Wetherby  Council  School,  as  little  attention 
appears  to  be  given  to  the  Council’s  representations. 


c.  Drainage  and  Sewage  Disposal  (Existing) 
i.  Sewers 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  by  additional  supervision 
of  sewers  it  has  been  possible  to  reduce  the  number  of  blockages 
occurring  during  the  year.  Inspection  of  sewers  has  revealed 
11  defectiA^e  sections  Avhich  have  been  repaired.  Large  exten¬ 
sions  of  seAvers  haA^e  beenjAroAuded  in  connection  Avith  the  neAv 
housing  estates,  and  I  have  to  record  that  the  Council  now  own 
57  miles  of  scAver  and  approximately  2,000’  seAver  manholes. 
The  inspection  of  seAvers  to  Avhich  I  haAm  made  reference  has 
become  of  increasing  importance,  as  OAving  to  the  exigences  of 
the  war  years  this  Avork  had  to  be  neglected,  and  as  a  conse¬ 
quence  considerable  difficulty  is  noAv  experienced  in  locating 
scAver  manholes,  the  covers  of.  Avhich  haA^e  become  buried. 
Rodent  treatment  of  the  scAvers  is  now  insisted  upon  by  the 
iMinistry  of  Food  and  a  test  l)ait  of  seAvers  was  carried  out  Avith 
the  residt  that  tliree  sections  of  scAver  Avere  found  to  be  infested 
Avith  rats. 
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ii.  Sewage  Disposal 

4,360  houses  are  now  connected  to  your  public  sewers, 
including  1,962  houses,  2  naval  stations  and  two  hostels  to  the 
Wetherby  Joint  Scheme,  or  78%  of  the  total  houses  in  your 
District. 

I  have  again  to  report  that  most  of  the  older  works, 
including  the  Wetherby  Joint  Sewage  Outfall  Works,  are  now 
being  operated  well  over  capacit}^  and  the  problem  of  obtaining 
satisfactory  etfluents  is  becoming  exceedingly  difficult.  Only 
two  works  are  now  managed  by  part-time  contractor  caretakers 
and  it  is  hoped  in  the  coming  year  to  take  over  one  of  these 
works  and  maintain  the  same  by  Council  employees,  in  the  other 
case  it  is  proposed  to  abolish  the  works  in  a  proposed  sewerage 
scheme.  It  has  been  necessai*y  to  make  513  inspections  of 
sewage  disposal  works  during  the  year,  in  addition  to  the 
constant  supervision  by  the  Ceneral  Foreman.  A  large  number 
of  these  visits  were  necessary  in  the  early  months  of  the  year 
owing  to  the  snow  and  subsequent  floods. 

Sludge  disposal,  as  I  have  previously  mentioned,  is  still 
a  very  acute  problem,  especially  at  the  Wetherby  Outfall 
Works,  and  although  steps  are  being  taken  to  temporarily 
alleviate  the  position,  a  more  permanent  solution  will  be 
necessary  at  an  early  date. 

iii.  Financial  Statement 

Expenditure  £  s.  d. 

Wages  .  960  12  10 

Loan  Charges 

Principal  ...  2715  13  4 

Interest .  2357  3  9 

Pates .  440  0  0 

Contracts .  250  0  0 

Power,  fuel,  tools, 
materials  and 
sundries  ...  448  9  7 


£7171  19  6 


Income  £  s.  d. 

Unemploymh  Grants 

Committee  ...  1414  14  4 
Sundry  Debtors  . . .  126  7  0 

General  Rate  Fund 
Fund  Contribu¬ 
tion  (equal  to  a 
10.1  penny  rate)  5630  18  2 


£7171  19  6 


d.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  (Proposed) 

Again  substantial  progress  has  been  maintained  and 
the  position  at  the  year  end  is  summarised  on  the  following 
page, 
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POST-WAR  SEWERAGE  SCHEMES 
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*  “  S.”  iiulicates  sewerage.  “  S.W.D.”  indicates  sewage  disposal  works.  J  Leeds  City  to  receive  sewage  and  payment  of  2/-  in  the  £  per  annum  on  R.'V. 

t  Includes  extension  of  sewer  to  'Victoria  Place,  Clifford.  of  pty.  served. 

§  Includes  extension  of  sewer  to  New  Row,  Tockwith.  »*  Includes  £260  for  pail  closet  conversions. 

”  Thorner  extension. 


Tlie  work  iiiider  tliis  lieadiTij?  lias  boon  ver}"  consider¬ 
able  and  has  included  265  inspections,  visits  and  interviews,  and 
the  peeparation  of  evidence  for  two  Ministry  of  Health 
Inquiries. 

Under  the  Rural  Water  Supplies  and  Sewerag’e  Act, 
1944,  the  Council  are  to  receive  in  respect  of  the  Tockwith 
Joint,  Crimple  Heck  Joint,  tjong  Marston  and  Hutton  Wandes- 
ley  Joint  and  Slaid  Hill  Schemes,  grants  from  the  County 
and  the  Ministry  of  Health  aggregating  in  total  to  66%  of  the 
estimated  capital  expenditure.  Considerable  progress  has  been 
made  on  the  schemes  and  at  the  year  end  the  Slaid  Hill  Scheme 
was  completed  and  the  Ijong  Marston  and  Hutton  Wandesley 
Scheme  was  50%  completed  and  the  Crimple  Reck  Scheme  42% 
completed.  Indications  are  that  the  Ijong  Marston  Scheme  will 
be  completed  within  the  estimate  of  cost,  l)ut  that  the  Crimple 
Heck  Scheme  is  likely  to  cost  £4,0()()  more  than  was  estimated 
owing  to  increased  labour  charges. 

In  connection  with  the  schemes  still  under  considera¬ 
tion  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  a  deputation  visited  the 
Ministry  in  respect  of  the  AUestern  Area  Joint  Scheme  and  the 
Alinister  has  nov/  requested  that  this  Scheme  be  modified  and 
divided  into  two  parts  to-  eliminate  a  long  section  of  unproduc¬ 
tive  sewer. 

During  the  year  the  Council  have  approved  a  scheme 
for  the  abolition  of  the  Thorner  Sewage  Disposal  AVorks  and 
the  connection  of  the  Thorner  Sewers  to  the  AVetherby  Joint 
Scheme. 

Negotiations  have  also  taken  place  with  a  Government 
Department  regarding  the  lease  or  acquisition  of  a  semi- 
redundant  wartime  sev/age  disposal  vrorks  owned  by  the  Crown 
and  there  seems  every  i3rospect  that  it  will  be  possible  to 
obtain  these  works  (which  are  of  an  exceedingly  modern  design 
and  construction)  and  thus  eliminate  a  number  of  defective 
and  obsolete  sewage  disposal  works  in  the  vicinity. 

Permission  was  avraited  at  the  year  end  to  go  to  tender 
for  the  Tockwith  Joint  Scheme. 


e.  General 

A^our  Council  are  concerned  regarding  the  representa¬ 
tions  from  a  number  of  parishes  that  notwithstanding  the  very 
considerable  progress  which  is  hwing  made  in  the  provision  of 
sewers  and  sewage  disposal  throughout  the  District,  that  there 
will  still  remain  on  completion  of  the  CounciPs  programme 
approximately  10%  of  the  houses  iu  the  District  which  cannot 
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l)e  coiiiiceted  to  the  Council’s  sewers,  and  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  occupiers  of  these  premises  are  contributing-  towards 
the  cost  of  sewage  disposal  and  owing  to  the  difficulty  of 
cleansing  cesspools,  your  Council  have  instructed  me  to  prepare 
a  comprehensive  report  on  a  scheme  for  cesspit  cleansing.  I 
hope  to  submit  this  report  to  your  Council  early  in  1948. 

VI.  WATER  SUPPLY 

a.  Private  Supplies 

Of  81  water  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  analysis 
from  private  wells  and  other  supplies,  45  have  been  reported 
as  being  unsatisfactory  and  I  regret  to  report  that  the  list  of 
unabated  unsatisfactory  water  supplies  is  again  increased  and 
totals  147. 

45  houses  have  been  supplied  with  satisfactory  water 
supplies  (30  by  means  of  supplies  from  public  Avater  mains  and 
the  remainder  by  sinking  of  new  boreholes  or  improAmments  to 
existing  boreholes).  Until  a  number  of  the  proposed  schemes 
now  being  considered  by  the  Ministrj^  of  Health  are  carried  out, 
many  of  the  houses  Avith  unsatisfactory  Avater  supplies  cannot 
be  provided  with  a  satisfactory  supx)ly. 

b.  Public  Supplies— Existing 

All  the  public  Avater  supplies  in  the  District  are 
regularly  visited  in  addition  to  the  daily  attention  to  your 
Council’s  water  supply  works  by  your  staff,  and  during  the  year 
228  Ausits  have  been  made  and  35  Avater  samples  have  been 
submitted  for  bacteriological  Avater  examination,  with  the 
folloAving  results : — 

Satisfactory  .  26 

Doubtful  .  4 

Unsatisfactory  .  5 

35 

In  addition,  Iavo  samples  Avere  collected  from  Leeds 
Corporation  Weeton  Supply  in  order  to  ascertain  the  degree 
of  plumbo-solvency ;  these  samples  Avere  satisfactory. 

The  doubtful  and  unsatisfactory  samples  all  relate  to 
your  Sicklinghall  Avater  supply,  and  as  a  result  of  these 
samples  a  chlorinator  has  been  iiistalled  and  the  supply  is  noAV 
satisfactory. 
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Matters  of  importance  affecting  various  scliemes  are 
detailed  below : — 

I.  Wctherby  R.D.C.  North  Rigton  Council  House  Supply.  Tliis 
small  scheme  lias  cuiitiimed  to  give  considerable  trouble,  and 
during  1947  there  were  ten  mechanical  breakdowns.  The  plant  is 
obsolete  and  the  borehole  is  almost  inadequate  to  maintain  the 
supply.  Efforts  to  improve  the  supply  liy  cleaning  and  deepening 
the  borehole  have  given  negative  results. 

II.  Wetherby  R.D.C.  Eastern  Area  Scheme.  This  scheme  continues 
to  give  excellent  service. 

III.  Wetherby  R.D.C.  Sicklinghall,  Spofforth  and  Kearby  Scheme. 

The  water  levels  have  again  receded  and  at  the  year  end  the 
scheme  was  operating  with  a  working  water  level  20ft.  above  the 
suction  of  the  pumps.  Your  Council  had  under  consideration  at 
the  year  end  the  acquisition  of  a  submersible  jiump  to  enable 
water  to  be  lifted  in  adequate  quantity  from  lower  in  the  borehole 
than  is  pos^iiile  with  existing  pumps. 

I  regret  that  I  have  to  \tf\rn  the,  Conncil  that  Ihere  are  obvious 
indications  that  this  supply  will  l)ecomo  totally  inadequate  within 
a  very  few  years,  as  the  continuously  increasing  water  consump¬ 
tion  is  in  excess  of  the  capacity  of  the  supply. 

It  has  also  been  necessary  to  instal  a  chlorinntor  for  this 
supply  as  over  a  period  of  years  there  has  been  uns.atisfactory 
analyses  of  the  water  intermittently,  duo  probably  to  the  drawing 
into  the  su])])ly  of  water,  v/hich  previously  was  not  obtained  when 
the  water  was  at  a  higlier  level  in  tlie  boreholes. 

IV.  Wetherby  R.D.C.  Financial  Report.  The  cost  of  maintenance  of 

waterworks  was  £1,731  12s.  lid.,  the  water  revenue  was 

£1,737  133.  Id.,  and  loan  repayments  were  £664  8s.  9cl.  princi]:»al, 
and  £579  Os.  2d.  interest.  The  outstanding  debt  on  your  water 
undertakings  at  the  31st  March,  1948,  was  £15.715  i3s.  Od. 

V.  Wetherby  D  istrlct  Water  Co.  It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  the 
year  has  been  one  of  little  diiriculty  so  far  as  the  supply  from  the 
above-named  undertaker  is  concerned.  The  Council  are  fully 
aware  that  continued  development  within  the  statutory  area  of 
this  Company  v/ill  inevitably  cause  consid.erable  difTiculty  in  the 
maintenance  of  sup])lies  unless  additional  water  and  improved 
methods  of  distribution  can  be  obtained. 

VI.  Lascelies  Estate  Co.  The  Council’s  scheme  for  the  acquisition  of 
the  water  supply  of  the  above-named  Company  has  not  been 
completed  Imt  a  considerable  amount  of  work  lias  been  carried 
out  in  the  preparation  of  a  scheme  for  a  bulk  supply  of  water 
from  Leeds  Corporation  and  the  elimination  of  tiie  iiresent  spring 
supplies. 

The  new  scheme  proposes  to  give  a  piped  supply  to  Ilarewood 
and  Dunkeswick. 

VII.  Leeds  Corporation.  At  TIuby,  in  the  parish  of  Weeton,  work  has 
been  carried  out  to  improve  distribution  in  order  to  obviate 
shortage  of  water  in  the  high  level  area  at  times  of  peak  consump¬ 
tion,  and  it  is  expected  that  this  vcork  will  be  completed  early  in 
1948. 

VIII.  Harrogate  Corporation.  ]  , 

IX.  Ministry  of  Supply.  )  supplies  have  been  satisfactory. 
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c.  Public  Supplies — Proposed 

11ic  Council  have  'dceidcd  to  proceed  with  the  under¬ 
mentioned  schemes: — • 

North  Pig’ton  Scheme 

A  scheme  for  the  supply  of  North  Rigton  by  means  of 
a  bulk  supidy  from  Harrogate  Corporation.  This  has  ]>een 
submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Health  and  it  is  understood  that 
from  a  technical  point  of  view  it  is  lilcely  to  l)e  approved  at  an 
earlv  date.  The  scheme  is  estimated  to  cost  £10,0b0. 

*/  7 


Wilstrop  Scheme 

This  provides  for  a  supply  to  scattered  farms  and 
cottages  in  this  parish  and  also  to  provide  a  link  betv/een  your 
Coimcirs  supply  and  a  water  scheme  in  tlie  Nidderdale  Rural 
District.  The  scheme  has  bee,n  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  aiid  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  approved  at  an  early  date. 
Tlie  estimated  cost  is  £3,980. 


LXdi 


rcwDod  and  Dunkeswick  Sclienie 


Tlie  i)roposals  which  have  been  outlined  above  under 
the  heading  of  the  Dascelles  Estate  Co.  have  been  submitted  to 
the  Ministry  of  Health.  The  scheme  in  this  case  is  estimated  to 
cost  £4,500. 

Wig'hiil  Scheme 

An  extension  of  water  main  to  serve  premises  in 
AYighill  Park  has  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry.  The  scheme 
is  to  cost  £2,430. 


Spohbrth  Scheme 

A  ])raneh  main  extension  at  Spofforth  estimated  to 
cost  £273  has  also  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

General 

The  remaining  part  of  your  district  which  urgently 
needs  a  water  supijly  is  the  parish  of  AYothersome  and  parts 
of  the  parish  of  Piramham.  This  area,  consisting  of  thirty 
scattei-ed  houses  and  four  farmsteads,  is  urgently  in  need  of  a 
good  water  supi^ly,  but  as  it  is  within  the  statutory  area  of  the 
Wetherby  District  AYater  Company  it  will  be  necessary  that 
negotiations  take  place  with  the  Water  Company  regarding  the 
provision  of  a  piped  supply. 
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d.  Co-ordination  of  Public  Water  Supplies 

A  very  considerable  amount  of  work  lias  lieen  carried 
out  during  the  year  in  collaboration  with  your  Consultant 
Engineer  and  with  the  Water  Engineer  of  Harrogate  Corpora¬ 
tion  and  the  Surveyors  to  the  Ripon  l>orough,Ripon  and  Pateley 
Eridge  Rural  District,  and  Niddcrdale  R.D.C.  with  a  view  to 
the  formation  of  Regional  Water  Schemes  for  what  is  termed 
the  Claro  Area.’’  As  a  result  of  the  formation  of  a  working 
party  on  water  supplies  in  the  same  area  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  the  progress  which  it  was  hoped  would  have  been 
achieved  has  not  been  realised,  but  the  general  examination  of 
water  supplies,  which  is  the  function  of  the  working  party,  is 
designed  to  ascertain  tlie  best  means  of  supplying  the  area  from 
a  technical  point  of  view  only.  These  consultations  on  Regional 
Water  Schemes  have  included  Leeds  Corporation  and  Tadcaster 
R.D.C.  in  addition  to  the  Claro  ”  authorities. 


In  connection  with  these  iiiAmstigations,  the  following 
estimates  of  the  water  demands  of  your  District  for  1976  have 
been  prepared  and  the  statistics  which  are  given  relate 
separately  to  the  various  statutory  undertakers  for  the  areas 
north  and  south  of  the  RAmr  Wharfe. 


NORTH  OP  WHARFE. 

V/ATER 

CONSUMPTION, 

1976 

POPUlATSQN 

!N  1,000  GALLS.  PER 

DAY 

Parish 

Area 

R.V. 

1947 

1976 

Domestic 

Trade 

Agric. 

Tot:il 

Ky.  Overblow 

2225 

1495 

303 

350 

9.0 

— 

12.0 

21.0 

Harrogate 

Corporation. 

Spofforth 

255 

100 

40 

40 

1.2 

— 

0.8 

2.0 

2491 

1596 

348 

390 

10.2 

— 

12.8 

23.0 

Leeds  Corporation 

Weeton  . 

1373 

5111 

677 

850 

34.0 

1.0 

8.3 

43.3 

Diiiikeswick 

1472 

300 

104 

150 

4.5 

— • 

3.4 

7.9 

2345 

5411 

781 

1000 

38.5 

1.0 

11.7 

51.2 

Wetherby  Water 

Company 

Little  liibston 

858 

356 

143 

200 

6.0 

— 

2.7 

8.7 

N.  Deigtiton 

1475 

400 

120 

200 

6.0 

— 

4.4 

10.4 

K  Deigliton 

2276 

1944 

330 

400 

12.0 

— 

6.8 

13.8 

W'etherby 

2460 

25250 

3920 

6000 

240.0 

10.0 

8.0 

258.0 

Tiiorparcli 

1529 

11358 

435 

500 

15.0 

— 

3.5 

18.5 

Walton  . 

1590 

14106 

190 

200 

6.0 

— 

2.9 

8.9 

Linton  . 

1079 

3159 

315 

700 

23.0 

— 

3.0 

31.0 

11257 

55533 

5503 

8200 

313.0 

10.0 

31.3 

354.3 
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Wetherby  R.D.C. 

WATER 

CONSUMPTION, 

1976 

POPULATiON 

JN  1,000  GALLS.  PER 

DAY 

Parish 

Area 

R.V. 

1S47 

1976 

Domestic 

Trade 

Agric. 

Total 

Si)offorth 

5203 

6024 

792 

875 

26.3 

3.0 

21.0 

50.3 

SicklinghaJl 

1495 

1032 

328 

350 

10.5 

— 

8.2 

18.7 

Kearby  . 

1422 

776 

164 

130 

3.3 

— 

11.2 

15.0 

Tockwith 

3188 

4710 

508 

550 

16.5 

1.0 

7.7 

25.2 

North  Kigton 

3058 

1396 

335 

360 

10.8 

— 

15.9 

26.7 

Ihlton  . 

2299 

976 

340 

370 

11.2 

— 

7.9 

19.1 

Wigiiill 

2247 

1224 

180 

180 

5.8 

— 

6.3 

12.1 

H.  Wandesley 

1233 

614 

116 

150 

4.5 

— 

3.2 

8.7 

Angram 

521 

111 

48 

64 

1.9 

— 

2.8 

4.7 

Long  Marstoii 

2350 

1375 

242 

300 

9.0 

— 

8.5 

17.5 

AVilstrop 

1080 

153 

55 

50 

1.5 

— 

5.9 

7.4 

24596 

18441 

3158 

3379 

101.8 

4.0 

93.6 

205.4 

Total  Xorth  of 

Wharf  e 

41199 

81031 

9790 

12969 

463.5 

15.0 

154.4 

633.9 

SOUTH  OF  WHARFE. 

Leeds  Corporation 

Harewood  (excL 

Dunkeswick) 

6682 

9076 

971 

1500 

45.0 

3.0 

35.0 

83.0 

Wetherby  District 

Water  Company 

Thorner 

2461 

6124 

1250 

1500 

60.0 

3.0 

9.1 

72.1 

iScarcroft 

1073 

3611 

503 

750 

30.0 

— 

3.0 

33.0 

Lardsey 

2752 

8319 

1000 

1500 

60.0 

— 

10.5 

70.5 

East  Keswick 

1290 

3333 

530 

750 

30.0 

— 

4.9 

34.9 

Collingham 

(excl.  Linton) 

1763 

6000 

748 

1000 

40.0 

1.0 

4.5 

45.5 

Loston  Spa  ... 

880 

12239 

2000 

2500 

100.0 

4.0 

0.7 

104.7 

Lramhain 

4112 

4425 

1063 

1250 

50.0 

4.0 

9.2 

63.2 

Cdifford  . 

742 

4050 

1090 

1281 

51.0 

2.0 

3.7 

56.7 

Wothersome 

772 

107 

30 

50 

1.5 

— 

2.2 

3.7 

15845 

48219 

8219 

10581 

422.5 

14.0 

47.8 

434.3 

Total  South  of 

Wharfe  . 

22527 

57295 

0190 

12031 

467.5 

17.0 

82.8 

557.3 

Whole  District 

Full  Total  ... 

63726 

138326 

18930 

25050 

931.0 

32.0 

237.2 

1201.2 

NOTE:  Water  consumption  estimated  on  basis: — 

30  G.P.H.  per  day  in  Rural  Parishes  30  G.P.II.  per  day  for  milk  cows 

40  G.P.II.  per  day  in  Urban  Parishes  10  G.P.II.  per  day  for  other  cattle 
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e.  Water  Supply  Statistics 


Tlie  following  table  gives  full  details  of  the  present 
public  supplies  in  your  area  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that 
5,059  houses  out  of  a  total  of  5,591  (or  90.5%  of  the  houses  in 
your  District)  have  nouv  a  supply  of  water  from  public  schemes. 
In  addition  to  this,  155  houses  have  satisfactory  private  suppl.es 
from  well,  boreholes,  etc.,  piped  into  dveellings,  making  a  total 
of  5,214  (or  93.6%  of  the  houses  in  your  District)  vdiich  have 
satisfactory  pii3ed  supx^lies. 


PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLIES 


m  ***  tr  0,^!, 

fW(  • 


Source  of  W  ater 
Supply  &  Supplier 

Parish 

5  O 
o 

X 

House 
at  3 

g  ^  T- 

C  S  OO 
to 

(0 

Eli 

Weiherby  Dis- 

Jkrrdsey  . 

413 

403 

975 

trict  V/ater  Go. 

*noston  Spa  . 

536 

536 

15...0 

]3oreholes  at 

lUmnham  . 

309 

235 

895 

]'>ardsey,  Scar- 

Clifford  . 

237 

234 

999 

croft  and  East 

Collingliam  . 

531 

331 

10  lO 

Keswick. 

Deigbtoii  North  . 

25 

23 

106 

*H  a  re  wo  0  d  ( 1>  r  a  n  d  o  n) 

11 

11 

33 

Keswick  East  . 

191 

173 

491 

Supplementation 

Kirk  Deigliton  . 

129 

99 

233 

biUK  sa[,)ply  from 

Ki listen  Little  . 

45 

20 

64- 

Leeds  Corpora- 

Scarcroft . 

144 

140 

494 

tion  and  K.O.F. 

*Spofforth . 

1 

1 

4 

Supply  (Ministry 

Tirorner  . 

355 

327 

1150 

of  Supply). 

*Tliorparch  . 

63 

63 

347 

*  Walton  . 

53 

52 

130 

*Wetherby  . 

910 

906 

3396 

AVotliersome  . 

14 

— 

— 

3375 

3639 

12532 

Wetherby  R.D.G. 

Bilton  . 

93 

68 

250 

lloreholes  at 

*IIutton  W^andosley  ... 

26 

22 

100 

Sicklinghall  (3), 

*Harewood  (Wike) 

23 

25 

79 

Long  Marston 

Kearby  . 

47 

41 

149 

(2),  L'ortli  Uigton 

*Ijong  Marston  . 

70 

53 

193 

(i)t  r>ulk  Sup- 

*  Uigton  . 

105 

10 

35 

ply  from  Leeds 

Sicklingliall  . 

65 

47 

169 

Cor[)()rati()n  to 

*Sp'.ffort]i  . 

217 

136 

663 

Wike  (Hare- 

Tockwitli . 

1G7 

in 

345 

v.ood) . 

*Wig]iill  . 

52 

45 

150 

AVilslrop  . 

13 

— 

— 

834 

613 

2143 

CO 


& 


2^7. 


J  o 


l33 
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PUBLIC  WATEE  SUPPLIES— Continued 


Source 

Supply 

of  Water 
&  Supplier 

Parish 

Houses  in  area 

of  supply 

■n 

“.2: 

£■04 

a> 

t."  r- 
« CO 
o 

=  4- 

o  re 

X 

Estimated  Popul 

supplied  at 
31/12/47 

Leeds 

Corpora- 

*North  Rig  ton  (part)  ... 

6 

6 

20 

tion. 

Upland 

■^iiarewood  (Wigton  and 

surface 

water. 

Dunkeswick)  . 

89 

71 

223 

Wee  ton  . 

218 

203 

645 

313 

285 

838 

Lasselles  Estates  ^Hurewood  (Ilurewuod 
Co.  Ltd.  Spriiig  Dniikeswick  and 


supply  at  Hollin  Weardley)  . 

214 

179 

565 

1 

Hall,  Stanks  and 

X  0  r  t  h  P  ark, 

Harewood. 

Harrogate  Cor-  Kirkby  Overblow 

92 

81 

280 

poration.  Upland  *Spofforth  . 

14 

14 

50 

Surface  water.  *Xorth  Rigton  . 

2 

2 

6 

108 

97 

336 

15 

Ministry  of  Sup-  Angram  . 

10 

10 

48 

1 

ply  *R)Oston  Spa  . 

153 

153 

450 

— 

*Hutton  Wandesley  ... 

1 

1 

4 

1 

*Thorparch  . 

25 

25 

83 

1 

■^liong  Marston  . 

1 

1 

3 

1 

*lValton  . 

2 

2 

6 

— 

*lVetherby  . 

3 

3 

7 

2 

nVhghill  . 

1 

1 

4 

1 

196 

196 

605 

7 

ALL  UXDSRTAKERS  WHOLE  DISTRICT 

5591 

5059 

17059 

446 

*CompIete  parishes  where  there  is  more 


than  one  public  supply. 

Poston  Si)a  . 

690 

690 

2000 

Harewood  . 

342 

236 

900 

Hatton  AVandesley 

27 

23 

104 

Tliorria.roli  . 

93 

88 

420 

Spoffortli  . 

232 

201 

722 

R’gton  . 

113 

18 

61 

Wighill  . 

53 

46 

156 

Lc)ug  Marston 

71 

59 

101 

Walton  . 

55 

54 

186 

^^IVetherliy  . 

913 

909 

3903 

**Two  large  X'aval  Establishments  arc  s 

npplied  by  Ministry 

of  Supply  in 

this  parish. 

fOiie  additional  house  and  farm  snppli 

ed  in  Nii'derb 

ale  Pc. 

D.C.  area. 
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Metered  supplies 


VII.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING  AND  SALVAGE  FOB  THE 
YEAR  ENDING  31st  MARCH,  1948 


a.  Development  of  Service 

There  lias  lieen  continued  development  during  the 
jmar  of  the  public  cleansing  service  and  it  can  now  lie  stated 
that  the  whole  of  the  District  with  the  exception  of  certain  out¬ 
lying  properties  is  now  receiving  regular  and  satisfactory 
service.  An  outline  of  the  organisation  and  work  under  this 
heading  is  as  follows : — 

b.  Organisation 

The  refuse  collection  service  now  covers  the  whole 
District  and  there  is  no  part  of  the  District  now  served  by 
contractors.  An  additional  refuse  collection  vehicle  has  been 
obtained;  the  horse  transport  at  Ybetherby  discontinued  and 
your  District  divided  into  four  motor  vehicle  collection  areas. 
The  oldest  vehicle  now  in  service  lias  been  completely  over¬ 
hauled  and  in  view  of  the  need  for  a  reserve  vehicle  your 
Council  placed  an  order  for  an  additional  refuse  collector. 

After  very  careful  consideration  your  Council  decided 
to  adopt  a  fortnightly  service  of  refuse  collection  for  tlie  whole 
of  the  District  with  the  exception  of  a  few  small  rural  parishes, 
where  a  monthly  collection  is  reasonably  satisfactory.  In  view 
of  the  many  developments,  particularly  in  the  sev/erage  of 
various  villages  and  the  conversion  of  earth  closets  to  water 
closets,  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  i)racticable  to  provide 
the  vehicles  and  labour  necessary  to  give  a  weekly  collection. 
It  has  been  found  that  provided  the  service  is  regular  ,  little 
complaint  results  from  a  fortnightly  collection,  and  so  far  as 
can  be  ascertained,  the  health  of  the  public  is  not  prejudiced 
by  such  a  collection. 

c.  Transport 

Your  Council  now  operate  two  Scammell  6  cub.  yd. 
Refuse  Collectors  and  two  Dennis  10  cub.  yd.  Refuse  Collectors 
(the  Amhicle  on  order  is  also  a  Dennis  10  cub.  yd.  Refuse 
Collector),  and  by  experience  of  the  service  1  have  to  recom¬ 
mend  that  when  additional  vehicles  are  ordered  the  Council,  if 
possible,  should  standardise  on  one  make,  and  that  the  vehicles 
should  each  have  a  capacity  of  at  least  10  cub.  yds. 

Premises  at  Halltield,  Ytetherby,  have  been  taken  into 
use  as  a  Public  Cleansing  Depot,  and  small  structural  alterations 
to  enable  additional  vehicles  to  be  garaged  there  are  now  in 
progress.  When  building  restrictions  ease  it  will  be  necessary 
to  carry  out  additional  alterations  to  these  premises  in  order  to 
eiial-de  them  to  be  used  fully  for  the  puriooses  intended.  They 
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have,  however,  provided  much  needed  additional  storage 
accommodation  and  have  been  of  very  considerable  value  in 
the  01‘ganisation  of  the  service. 

d.  Labour 

The  Council  have  been  fortunate  that  there  has  been 
little  difficulty  with  regard  to  labour  other  than  that  caused  by 
sickness,  which  accounted  for  a  loss  of  153  man  days  during  the 
year.  The  extension  of  the  annual  holidays  from  one  tO'  two 
weeks  has  necessitated  your  Council  appointing  additional 
labour  and  at  the  year  end  the  appointment  of  a  further  work¬ 
man  was  under  consideration  in  order  that  more  adequate 
control  of  tips  can  be  achieved. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  voluntary  absenteesism 
amongst  the  workmen  has  been  almost  nil  and  I  have  to  pay 
tribute  to  the  manner  in  which  the  workmen  and  drivers  have 
carried  out  their  duties  during  the  year. 

e.  Refuse  Removal  Byelaws 

Byelaws  under  Section  73  of  the  Public  Health  Act 
were  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  are  now  in 
operation  throughout  your  District.  These  Byelaws  have 
already  been  of  value  in  ensuring  the  proper  use  of  dustbins. 
In  this  connection  your  Council  decided  that  it  would  be  used 
and  a  leaflet  was  prepared  and  was  issued  to  all  houses  in  the 
District,  details  of  which  are  given  below : — ■ 

DUSTBIN  DON’TS 

DON’T  put  liquid  or  moist  matter  in  the  bin — it  makes  it 
difficult  to  enii^ty,  is  apt  to  cause  nuisance,  it  shortens 
the  life  of  the  bin  and  it  is  prohibited  by  the  Council’s 
Byelaws. 

DON’T  throw  good  cinders  into  the  bin- — ^that  is  a  sheer  waste, 
riddle  them  out,  burn  them,  and  save  fuel. 

DON’T  put  Amgetables  and  such-like  matter  in  the  bin  if  you 
can  burn  it  on  your  fires — it  causes  the  Cleansing 
Dei)artment  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  and  therefore 
exT>ense,  for  which  you  have  to  pay. 

DON’T  allow  your  bin  to  remain  uncovered — keep  the  rain  out. 

et  refuse  is  difficult  to  deal  with  and  an  uncovered 
bin  provides  an  ideal  breeding  place  for  flies. 

DON’T  put  garden  refuse  in  the  bin — burn  or  compost  for 
manure  what  you  can,  bury  the  rest. 

DON’T  keep  the  bin  in  a  position  which  will  cause  the  bin-man 
unnecesary  travel ;  the  extra  steps  amount  to  miles  in 
a  short  time.  Keep  the  bin  in  an  accessible  position. 
DON’T  throw  clean  x^aper  of  any  kind  into  the  bin  and  don’t 
destroy  it,  tie  it  into  a  bundle  and  give  it  tO'  the  bin- 
men  wdien  on  their  rounds. 
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f.  Refuse  Disposal 

Tlie  disposal  of  refuse  is  l)y  controlled  tippinti’,  and  14 
tips  are  now  in  use.  Tlie  Wetherby  central  tip  has  been  discon¬ 
tinued  and  at  an  early  date  it  is  proposed  to  discontinue  the 
Clifford  tip.  As  was  outlined  in  my  last  report,  a  new  tip  at 
Rosedene,  Wetherby,  has  been  obtained  and  is  now  in  use,  and 
in  collaboration  with  the  owners  it  is  thereby  hoped  to  re-claim 
about  7  acres  of  bog-land.  During  the  summer  the  fuel  short¬ 
age  continued  to  create  a  serious  pro1)lem  in  the  proper  control 
of  tips  due  to  absence  of  cinders  and  ash  in  the  refuse,  and  each 
year  it  is  becoming  necessary  to  purchase  additional  soil  and 
covering  matter  to  obviate  nuisance  and  secure  proper  control 
of  tipping. 

g.  Financial  and  General  Statement 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  the  estimates  of  expendi¬ 
ture  for  the  current  year  given  in  my  previous  report  have  not 
been  substantially  exceeded,  notwithstanding  increases  in  wage 
rates,  and  the  following  tables  give  actual  costs  for  the  current 


year  and  an  estimate  of  expenditure  for  the 

ensuing  year 

• — 

Costs 

Estimate 

1947/48 

1948/49 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Labour  . 

Motor  Vehicles : 

•••  ••• 

3,577 

13 

8 

3,830 

0 

0 

Purchase  . 

••• 

925 

0 

0 

Depreciation  at  1  /7 

cost . 

450 

0 

0 

Operational  costs 

•  ••  •••  ••• 

977 

3 

7 

850 

0 

0 

Refuse  Disposal  ... 

•••  ••• 

225 

4 

1 

250 

0 

0 

Rent,  Rates,  Sundries 
Administrative  costs : 

•  ••  «**  ••• 

140 

3 

0 

150 

0 

0 

( Superannuation, 

Insurance, 

etc. )  . 

•  •  •  . 

256 

7 

11 

290 

0 

0 

£6,101 

12 

o 

O 

£5,820 

0 

0 

Deduct  sales  of  horse 

and  cart  ... 

115 

15 

6 

£5,985 

16 

9 

£5,820 

0 

0 

If  capital  cost  of  the  new  vehicle  purchased  during  1947  is 
replaced  by  a  depreciation  figure  of  £400  for  all  the  vehicles, 
the  corrected  costs  for  1947/48  would  l)e  £5,510  IGs.  9d.  and  the 
annual  costs  per  house  would  be  19s.  9d. 
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Details  relating  to  the  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse 
are  as  follows: — 


*  Mileage  of  motor  vehicles  . 

*  Petrol  used  (in  gallons)  . 

Pins  emptied  . 

Middens  cleansed  . 

Pail  closets  emptied  . 

Loads  removed  . 

Cub.  yds.  refuse  tipped  (estimated) 


22,244 

2,840 

160,645 

3,972 

12,859 

2,422 

16,512 


^  These  figures  include  the  collection  of  salvage 


h.  Salvage 

The  segregation  and  collection  of  salvage  has  continued 
and  despite  the  difficult  weather  conditions  in  the  early  part  of 
the  year,  the  results  given  in  the  appended  table  are  not  un-j 
satisfactory.  There  is  great  need  for  householders,  and  in 
particular  the  housewife,  to  realise  the  very  urgent  need  in  the 
national  interest  for  the  recovery  of  all  waste  materials,  and 
especially  waste  paper  and  rags.  The  work  during  the  year  has 
been  designed  to  intensify  salvage  collections. 

The  following  table  gives  financial  details  relating  to 
work  under  this  heading  during  the  year : — 

Salvage  Collected  and  Sold,  1947 
Wetherby  Rural  District 

£  s.  'd. 

Sales  of  salvage  ...  .  681  2  8 

of  which  76  tons  14  cwts.  waste  paper  sold  for  552  4  4| 

Expenditure  .  692  5  7 

Salvage  sold  is  equivalent  to  £34  2s.  Od.  per  1,000  population 

or  8d.  per  head  of  population 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing.  Voluntary  Bodies  also 
collected  and  sold  22  tons  of  waste  paper  valued  at  £140  5s.  Od. 

Since  the  inception  of  the  salvage  scheme  the  value  of 
materials  sold  is  : — 

£  s.  d. 

Wetherby  R.D.C .  6,227  7  2 

Other  Sources  .  2,154  15  2 
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£8,382  2  4 


i.  Dustbins 

The  Coimcirs  provision  for  the  supply  of  bins  to 
private  owners  and  for  replacement  of  bins  on  Council  housiug 
estates  has  Irnen  of  consideral)le  valiie^  and  details  of  the  scheme 
for  the  year  uuder  review  are  as  follows: — 


])ins  in  stock,  31/3/47  . 

...  91 

l>ins  purchased . 

...  576 

Bins  allocated  to  Council  houses  ... 

...  87 

667 

Bins  sold  to  private  owners . 

...  62 

Bins  in  stock,  31/3/48  . 

...  518 

j.  (General 

I  have  again  to  direct  the  attention  of  your  Council  to 
the  need  for  early  consideration  of  the  organisation  of  a  public 
cleansing  service  to  remote  and  isolated  premises  and  also  a 
service  for  the  cleansing  of  septic  tanks  and  cesspools,  which  is 
becoming  a  matter  of  considerable  importance  in  view  of  the 
difficulties  of  individual  owners  obtaining  labour  able  and 
willing  to  carry  out  this  work. 


VIII.  ABATEMENT  OF  NUISANCES 

The  increased  limitation  on  the  use  of  building 
materials  continue  to  make  the  wor’k  of  securing  abatement  of 
luiisances  most  difficult  and  it  is  felt  that  in  numerous  cases 
unwilling  owners  are  using  the  present  restrictioiis  as  an  excuse 
for  not  carrying  out  works  requested  in  iiifoi'mal  notices. 

Considerable  care  is  exercised  in  requesting  the  carry¬ 
ing  out  of  work  which  will  mahie  heavy  demands  on  materials 
in  short  supply,  but  it  is,  I  think,  apparent  that  unless  existing 
houses  are  maintained  in  a  reasonable  state  of  repair,  the  steady 
deterioration  of  such  property  vdll  be  accelerated  and  create 
further  problems  for  the  Counncil. 

In  Appendix  Av  is  given  a  detailed  statement  of 
nuisances  dealt  with  during  the  year  and  an  abstract  of  this  is : 
Nuisances  outstanding,  31/12/46  ...  315 

Nuisances  found,  1947  .  1444 

Nuisances  abateel,  1947  .  1401 


Nuisances  outstanding,  31/12/47  ...  358 


In  dealing  with  the  foregoing  it  has  lieen  necessary  to 
issue  the  large  number  of  208  statutory  notices,  of  which  the 
following  is  a  summary : — 


STATUTORY  NOTICES 


Public  Health 

Act,  1933. 

Out¬ 

standing 

31-12-45. 

Issued 

1947. 

iAbated 

1947. 

Out¬ 

standing 

31-12-47. 

Section  133 

Provide  water  . 

30 

10 

17 

23 

„  89 

Additional  AAbO . 

— 

1 

1 

„  47 

Convers.  E.C.  to  AAbC. 

21 

55 

27 

49 

„  44 

Convers.  E.C.  to  P.C. 

3 

_ _ _ 

3 

„  45 

Defective  closets 

— 

4 

4 

„  93 

Nuisances  . 

11 

33 

22 

22* 

„  75 

Provision  of  dustbins 

18 

81 

43 

56 

39 

Provision  of  paving  ... 

5 

2 

— 

7 

39 

Provision  of  drainage 

5 

13 

7 

11 

,,  59 

Eire  exit  . 

1 

— 

_ 

1 

58 

Dangerous  structures 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Factories  Act, 

1937. 

Provision  of  AV.C. 

2 

2 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Cowsheds  and  dairies 

7 

3 

6 

4 

Housing  Act, 

Section  9 

1938. 

Ptepair  . 

1 

1 

Demolition  . 

— - 

1 

1 

101  203  126  183 


Notices  complied  with  by  the  Council  in  default  or  on 

behalf  of  owners  .  48  £504  7s.  3d. 

Notices  in  progress  by  the  Council  in  default  or  on 

behalf  of  owners  .  82  ...  £904  3s.  Od. 

Notices  to  enforce  .  6 

IX.  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
a.  Food  Hygiene 

Regular  inspections  of  premises  where  food  is  manu¬ 
factured,  stored,  prepared  and  sold  have  been  made  during  the 
year,  and  these  insioections  are  detailed  in  Appendix  A. 

The  inspections  have  resulted  in  the  location  of 
several  minor  defects  or  contraventions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  which  have  been  dealt  witli,  but  the  real  value  of  these 
inspections  has  been  in  directing  the  attention  of  food  manu¬ 
facturers  and  handlers  to  Avarious  matter  designed  to  secure  a 
higher  standard  of  food  hygiene. 

A  disquieting  feature  at  the  present  time  is  the  unsatis¬ 
factory  methods  of  conveyance  and  handling  of  meat,  when  it 
is  distributed  from  the  central  slaughterhouse  in  Leeds  to  retail 
luitchers  in  your  District.  This  pro])lem  exists  apparently 
throughout  the  country,  and  representations  are  being  made  to 
the  Government  on  this  matter  generally  by  Auarious  individual 
local  authorities  and  by  professional  organisations. 
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b.  Food  Inspections 

The  restrictions  imposed  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  in 
the  use  of  private  slanghterhonses  for  the  slaughter  of  livestock 
continue,  and  the  14  slanghterhonses  in  your  area  are  now  only 
used  for  the  occasional  slaughter  of  pigs  for  private  owners  or 
for  emergency  slaughter  when  this  is  necessary.  The  Council 
continue  their  policy  of  keeping  in  force  licences  granted  in 
respect  of  these  slanghterhonses  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938,  with  a  view  to  encouraging  the  use  of  slaughterhouses 
when  pigs  are  slaughtered  by  private  owners.  Licences  are  also 
being  kept  in  force  in  respect  of  slaughtermen. 

There  were  35  instances  during  the  year  of  food  being 
found  unfit  for  human  consumption,  as  follows : — 


CONDEMNED  FOOD 


Chocolate  . 

Mouldy  . 

12  lbs. 

Dacon  . 

Decomposed 

131  „ 

„  (Home  cured) 

do. 

M  „ 

Sausage  . 

do. 

216  „ 

Deef . 

Bone  Taint . 

120  „ 

Deef  (carcase) 

Medicine  Taint  ... 

650  „ 

Cow  carcase  and 

organs  . 

Moribnnd  . 

460  „ 

Pig  carcase  and 

organs  . 

Ceiieralised  T.B. 

160  „ 

Slab  cake  . 

Mouldy  . 

28  „ 

Dread  . 

do. 

m  „ 

klilk . 

Gross  dirt  content 

10 

Tinned  foods  . 

Blown . 

30  „ 

Bottled  food  . 

Decomposed 

•)  o 

oo  ,, 

1761  lbs. 

c.  Milk  Production  and  Distribution 


685  cowshed  inspections  and  216  inspections  of  dairies 
have  been  made  but  this  work  has  only  l:)een  carried  out  with 
considerable  difficulty  ov/ing  to  pressure  of  work  in  other 
directions. 

Six  defective  cowsheds  have  been  repaired,  and  of  this 
number  four  have  been  fully  reconditioned ;  five  dairies  have 
been  repaired  and  one  new  dairy  has  been  provided.  89  cases 
of  dirty  animals,  cowsheds,  milkstalls,  etc.,  have  been  dealt  with 
and  three  statutory  notices  have  been  issued. 

The  transfer  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  of  the  functions  of  local  authorities  in  relation  to  milk 
production  has  not  yet  taken  place,  but  it  is  anticipated  that 
this  will  occur  during  the  ensuing  year. 
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The  following  table  records  licenced  and  registered 
premises  and  milk  producers  at  the  year  end: — 


Designated  Milk 

No.  of 
Premises 

No.  of 
Cowsheds 

Cow 

Population 

fT.T.  Alilk  Producers  . 

24 

47 

609 

t Accredited  Aiilk  Producers  ... 

32 

73 

871 

"d^asteurised  Milk  Producers  ... 

1 

— 

— 

^Pasteurised  Alilk  Retailers  ... 

1 

— 

*T.T.  Alilk  Retailers  . 

6 

— 

— 

Ordinary  Milk 

Wholesale  Producers  . 

125 

221 

2087 

Retail  Producers  . 

63 

85 

564 

Retail  Purveyors  . 

16 

— 

— 

Total  of  Producers  . . . 

268 

426 

4131 

Total  of  Retailers 

23 

— 

— 

t  Licences  issued  by  AVest  Riding  County  Council. 

^  Licences  issued  by  AVetherby  Rural  District  Council. 


44  samples  of  ordinary  milk  have  been  submitted  by 
the  Department  for  bacteriological  examination,  and  of  this 
number  18  did  not  satisfy  the  test.  Follow-up  work  as  a  result 
of  these  samples  has  resulted  in  a  considerable  improvement  in 
the  methods  of  production. 

4  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  have  been  examined  and 
three  of  these  were  satisfactory.  Details  of  samples  collected 


are  given 

below : — 

Presence 
of  T.B. 

Past. 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

Accred.  T.T. 

Old. 

Total 

Fit 

5 

3 

6 

1 

11 

26 

Doubtful 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

Unfit  ... 

o 

•  •  •  ^ 

1 

LJ 

LU 

11 

18 

7 

4 

8. 

3 

22 

44 

d.  Food  and  Drugs  Adulteration 

The  responsibility  for  this  work  rests  with  the  AA^est 
Riding  County  Council,  and  food  sampling  is  carried  out  by  the 
AYeights  and  Aleasures  Inspectors.  It  is  regretted  that  much 
overlapping  occurs,  as  your  officers  are  not  informed  of  the 
collection  of  samples  or  the  results  of  analysis  of  such  samples, 
and  greater  liaison  between  two  authorities  would  enable  your 
officers  to  more  effectively  control  the  standard  of  food  adminis¬ 
tration  throughout  the  area. 


e.  Ice-cream 

At  the  close  of  the  year  four  premises  were  registered 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream, 
and  of  this  number,  six  premises  were  also  registered  for  the 
manufacture  of  ice-cream. 

In  the  past  efforts  have  been  made  to  exercise  control 
over  conditions  of  sale,  but  the  a])sence  of  bacteriological  or 
('liemical  samples  is  keenly  felt,  and  notwithstanding  that  the 
JM  inistry  of  Health  state  that  such  standards  arc  not  practicable 
at  the  present  tune,  they  are  in  force  in  Northern  Ireland  and 
in  many  otlier  countries. 

During  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Health  have  issued 
regulations  regarding  the  heat  treatment  of  ice-cream,  and  they 
have  suggested  certain  bacteriological  standards  which  might 
be  applied  informally.  Eight  samples  of  ice-cream  were  sub¬ 
mitted  for  analysis  and  were  satisfactory  in  accordance  with 
the  informal  standard. 

Professional  organisations,  and  in  particular  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors’  Association,  have  had  lengthy  discussions 
with  representatives  of  the  Ice-cream  Alliance,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  during  the  ensuing  year  an  agreed  code  for  the  control  of 
manufacture  and  sale  of  ice-cream  will  be  forthcoming. 


X.  SUPERVISION  OF  WORKPLACES 


a.  Factories  Act,  1937 

The  following  is  a  brief  outline  of  the  work  achieved 
under  the  above  heading  : — ■ 


Factories  Avith  power  ... 

Registered 

87 

Inspections 

101 

Defects 

Found 

3 

Remedies 

2 

Factories  without  power 

81 

82 

o 

o 

2 

Other  premises  . 

69 

122 

o 

o 

o 

O 

237 

305 

9 

7 

The  defects  found  were  : — 

Want  of  cleanliness  .  3 

Insufficient  Sanitary  Conveniences  6 


b.  Shops  Act,  1934 

25  inspections  have  been  made  and  one  shop  wr.s  found 
to  be  without  sanitary  conveniences  and  work  was  in  hand  for 
the  provision  of  these  at  the  year  end. 

c.  Offices 

Deyond  general  routine  oliservations  in  the  course  of 
other  duties  no  action  has  been  taken  under  this  heading. 
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XI.  DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 

a.  Disinfection 

The  work  of  routine  disinfection  of  premises  after 
removal  of  cases  of  infections  disease  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
has  continued,  rooms  being  disinfected  by  spraying  and 
fumigation  and  in  cases  where  patients  are  not  removed  to 
hospital  the  bedding  and  clothing  is  removed  at  the  end  of  the 
infection  period  and  is  treated  in  the  steam  disinfector  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital. 

b.  Bed-bug’s 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  there  is  little  evidence  of 
the  incidence  of  infestation  by  bed-bngs  in  yonr  District  and 
the  few  cases  which  have  been  fonnd  during  the  year  have  all 
been  treated  successfully. 

c.  Other  Pests 

Yonr  officers  are  called  upon  to  deal  with  infestations 
by  other  insects,  particularly  cockroaches  and  crickets,  and  in 
most  cases  these  infestations  occur  in  food  storage  or  food 
preparing  premises. 

In  all  cases  notified  during  the  year  the  treatment 
given  was  fonnd  to  be  successful. 

d.  Rodent  Control 

A  considerable  increase  in  activity  has  occurred  under 
this  heading  during  the  year  under  review  and  three  workmen 
have  now  been  fully  trained  to  give  the  standard  treatments 
prescribed  by  the  Ministry  of  Food.  The  question  of  initiating 
a  scheme  of  rodent  treatment  to  cover  the  entire  district  was 
under  consideration  by  your  Council  at  the  close  of  the  year, 
and  I  was  requested  to  prepare  a  comprehensive  report  on  this 
matter.  The  Ministry  of  Pood  Scheme  requires  a  detailed 
survey  and  treatment  of  the  district  village  by  village  and  the 
treatment  of  a  whole  area  or  block  of  property  at  a  time  in  one 
comprehensive  operation.  Knowledge  of  the  nature  of  the 
infestation  in  your  district  suggests  that  this  is  the  only  way  to 
effectively  control  rodent  infestation,  and  if  your  Council 
decide  to  proceed  with  the  matter  and  apply  the  Ministry’s 
methods  by  co-operation  with  staff  of  the  County  Agricultural 
Executive  Committee  it  is  possible  that  the  incidence  of  rats  in 
your  District  can  be  considerably  reduced.  In  the  work  carried 
out  during  the  year  we  have  adopted  a  number  of  methods  of 
eradication  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Food,  and  infesta¬ 
tions  have  been  dealt  with  by  various  methods  of  baiting, 
gassing  and  poisoning.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  report  more  fully 
on  this  sul^ject  on  my  next  report. 
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XII.  MISCELLAHEOUS 

a.  Camping  and  Moveable  Dwellings 

This  problem,  which  has  increased  in  importance  since 
the  end  of  the  war,  has  been  dealt  with  in  a  comprehensive  way 
])y  yonr  Council.  A  special  Sub-Committee  was  set  up  which 
devoted  a  considerable  amount  of  time  visiting  each  camping 
site  in  the  District.  As  a  result  of  this  it  was  decided  to  revise 
the  conditions  of  Town  Planning  Approval  for  the  various  sites 
and  to  take  the  following  action  : — 

12  sites  to  be  retained,  l)ut  in  10'  cases  certain 
conditions  had  to  ])e  complied  \vith,  including  the 
provision  O'f  a  satisfactory  water  supply  in  three  cases. 

3  sites  to  be  closed  williin  a  period  of  12  months 
and  7  iiidividmd  hutments  were  also  to  be  removed 
within  a  similar  period. 

During  the  year  one  site  at  Cov/thorpe  has  been  closed 
and  the  site  cleared  of  hutments.  It  is  interesting  to  report 
that  the  work  carried  out  by  your  Council  under  this  heading 
is  bearing  fruit,  and  that  the  ITanning  Officer  of  the  Harrogate 
&  District  Regional  Planning  Commitcee  is  using  the  experience 
gained  by  your  Council  in  persuading  other  adjoining  authori¬ 
ties  to  operate  a  similar  system  of  control.  The  Ministry  of 
Town  and  Planning  have  also  shown  great  interest  in  all  that 
has  been  done  and  the  methods  of  dealing  with  this  problem 
under  present  legislation  have  been  fully  explained  to  the 
Ministry. 

b.  Public  Conveniences 

A  sclieme  for  the  modernisation  and  extension  of  the 
AVetherby  Public  Conveniences  was  approAud  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  and  a  contract  was  placed  Avith  Mr.  A.  T.  Hroadbent, 
of  Boston  Spa,  in  the  sum  of  £1,625.  AYork  has  commenced  on 
the  alterations,  but  owing  to  the  economic  crisis  and  by  reason 
of  cement  and  other  material  shortages,  progress  has  not  been 
rapid.  The  delays,  lioweAur,  are  due  to  circumstances  OAur 
Avhich  neither  your  Council  nor  the  contractor  have  any  control. 

Your  Council  deckled  to  make  PyelaAvs  relating  to  tlie 
conduct  of  persons  nsing  the  cojiAuniences  under  Section  87  of 
the  I^ublic  Health  Act,  193G,  and  these  Avere  confirmed  by  the 
Minister  of  Health  in  December  and  will  come  into  operation 
on  the  1st  February,  1948.  The  Financial  Statements  for  the 
Public  ConA^eniences  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1948,  are : 

Income  .  £101  13s.  6d. 

Expenditure .  £201  12s.  7d. 

It  should  be  noted  that  £92  13s.  6d.  included  in  the 
foregoing  expenditure  relates  to  repa5unent  of  principal  and 
interest  on  the  loan  for  the  alteration  of  the  CoiiAmuiences. 


58 


c.  Petrol  Supplies 

1  have  contiimed  to  deal  with  the  Comicihs  petrol 
supplies  and  the  total  amount  used  for  all  purposes  was  3,056 
gallons.  The  monthly  return  to  the  Ministry  of  Fuel  &  Power 
accounts  in  detail  for  the  use  of  this  fuel. 

d.  Petroleum  Act,  1928 

49  petrol  storage  licences  for  a  total  storage  of  49,110 
gallons  have  been  issued.  One  carbide  storage  licence  has  been 
issued  for  the  storage  of  SOOlbs.  of  carbide. 

The  conditions  under  which  petrol  is  stored  and 
petroleum  mixture  used  are  constantly  under  revue. 

e.  Civil  Defence 

The  work  of  removal  of  air-raid  shelters  has  been 
carried  out  during  the  year  and  the  following  work  has  been 
completed : — 

Public  Shelters 

1  has  been  transferred  to  the  AVest  Kiding  County 
Council. 

1  has  ]3een  sold  to  a  private  owner. 

7  have  been  demolished. 

Communal  Surface  Shelters 

2  have  been  sold. 

46  have  been  transferred  to  your  Council  or  to  private 
owners. 

25  have  been  demolished. 

Morrison  Shelters 

All  the  Morrison  Shelters  have  been  collected  and 
returned  to  Iron  and  Steel  Control. 

The  foregoing  work  has  involved  the  preparation  of 
eight  contracts  amounting  in  total  to  £774  13s.  44d. 

At  the  year  end  two  shelters  were  in  process  of 
demolition,  leaving  a  balance  of  five  slielters,  in  connection  with 
which  action  is  still  required. 
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f.  Schools 

Continued  inspection  of  the  schools  in  your  District 
has  been  undertaken  and  periodical  samples  of  water  are 
collected  from  two  residential  schools  which  are  supplied  with 
water  from  private  sources. 

1  regret  to  report  that  unsatisfactory  sanitary  con¬ 
veniences  at  Wetherby  Council  School  still  require  attention, 
and  it  appears  that  the  representations  of  your  Council  to  the 
County  Education  Authority  have  been  ignored. 

g.  Dangerous  Buildings 

'The  year  has  seen  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
dangerous  structures,  and  in  nine  cases  the  attention  of  owners 
v/as  directed  to  their  responsibility,  with  the  result  that  seven 
of  these  structures  were  demolished  or  made  safe,  leaving  three 
outstanding  at  the  year  end. 


I 
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APPENDIX  A 


Statement  required  by  Article  27  of  the  Sanitary  Officers 
(Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935 


HOUSING  NUISANCES 

Dirty  and/or  verminous  ... 

Dis-repair  . 

Drainage : 

Defective  . 

Inadequate  . 

lUocked  . 

Defective  sinks  . 

Light  &  Ventilation  (inad.) 

Overcrowding  . 

Paving  (inad./defective)  ... 

Pefnse  Storage : 

Bin  renewals . 

Bin  provision  . 

Pail  closet  renewal 
Middens  abolished 

Sanitary  Conveniences ; 

Defective  . 

Inadequate  . 

Conversions  to  W.C.  ... 
Conversions  to  pail  clos. 

Serious  dampness . 

Sewage  Disposal  : 

Unsatisfactory  . 

Direct  to  streams . 

AVater  Supply  (inisatis’tory) 
Miscellaneous : 

General  . 

Rodent  infestation 
Food  storage  (unsatis.) 

Total  Housing  Nuisances 


Outstanding 

Found 

Abated 

Outstanding 

31/12/46 

in  1947 

in  1947 

31/12/47 

— 

5 

5 

— 

51 

363 

392 

22 

8 

114 

120 

2 

15 

21 

29 

7 

— • 

60 

52 

8 

5 

58 

52 

11 

— 

15 

15 

— 

4 

o 

o 

4 

o 

O 

5 

54 

50 

9 

8 

94 

92 

10 

8 

114 

110 

12 

o 

O 

6 

9 

— ^ 

— 

94 

54 

40 

12 

31 

39 

4 

4 

27 

26 

5 

47 

75 

68 

52 

o 

O 

— 

3 

— 

5 

53 

55 

*) 

o 

10 

26 

27 

9 

2 

5 

7 

— 

113 

79 

45 

147 

5 

23 

26 

2 

2 

12 

14 

— • 

2 

11 

13 

• — 

312 

1343 

1307 

346 
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GENERAL  NUISANCES 


(Total  of  premises  or 

Outstanding 

Found 

Abated 

Outstanding 

eases  dealt  with) 

31/12/46 

in  1947 

in  1947 

31/12/47 

Accumulation  (offensive)  ... 

— 

2 

2 

■ - 

Animal  keeping  . 

— 

o 

o 

o 

o 

— 

Dangerous  buildings  . 

1 

9 

7 

3 

Food  premises  (defects) 

- - 

2 

1 

1  ' 

Factories  . 

— 

8 

6 

2 

Rodent  infestation  . 

— 

15 

15 

— 

River  and  stream  pollution 
Sewerage : 

1 

2 

2 

1 

Blocked  sewers  . 

— 

24 

24 

— 

Defective  sewers . 

— 

14 

14 

- — - 

Shops  (defects)  . 

— 

2 

o 

— 

Miscellaneous  . 

1 

22 

18 

5 

Total  General  Nuisances 

o 

o 

103 

94 

12 

TOTAL  ALL  NUISANCES 

315 

1446 

1401 

358 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  SERVICES 


Piped  water  supply 

30 

Baths  . 

...  37 

W.C.s  (nev/) . 

...  94 

Hot  water  . 

•  .  •  OO 

Re -drainage  . 

...  28 

Sewer  connect  i on s 

...  6 

Septic  tanks  . 

...  18 

Sinks  . 

...  22 

NOTICES  ISSUED,  ETC. 

Statutory  Notices  oiitstancliug',  1946  .  101 

„  „  issued,  1947  .  208 

,,  „  complied  with,  1947  126 

„  ,,  outstanding,  31/12/47 .  183 

Legal  proceedings . .  ...  .  2 

Informal  notices  by  letter  .  947 

4/' 

,,  „  „  complied  with  .  902 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS 


r>uilding  Byelaws  (new  ])iiildings)  ... 

Building  licensing . 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies . 

Camping  . 

Disinfection  . 

Factories  Act . . . 

Food  Premises  . 

Nuisances  General . 

Housing  Nuisances  . 

Housing  (inch  Rural  Housing  Survey) 

Housing  Programme  (New  Houses)  ... 
(see  also  Building  Byelaws) 

Infectious  Disease  Inquiry . 

Meet  and  Food  Inspections  (unfit)  ... 

Puldic  cleansing  . 

Salvage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Rodent  control  . 

Sewerage . 

,,  proposed  schemes  . 

Schools  . 

Shops  (sanitation) . 

Town  Planning  . 

Waterworks  . 

„  proposed  schemes . . 


1175 

858 

901 

115 

43 

305 

213 

314 

1064 

1115 

451 


52 

42 

229 

119 

81 

513 

265 

23 

25 

190 

228 

70 
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